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Receive. MY _——- vou take notice of an 
anonymous letter to, the Rev, Mr. | Whitefield, 
© which is lately publiſhed, containing“ Remarks on 
£ his Letter to che Rev. Dr. Durell, Vice-Chancellor of 
© the Univerſity, of: Oxford. Which letter, you ob- 
ſerve, ; is in high: eſteem, - among the clergy of your 
neighbourhood, and of which you deſire my impartial 
ſentiments, Accordingly, to oblige you, J haye care- 
fully peruſed i it, and have ſent you my remarks on it as 
briefly as 1 Judged AY for your ſatisfaction; pre- 
milſing, in general, that this Author appears neither 
indued with candour ot politeneſs. We 
le ſets out with a ſpecious pretence of concern for 
the civil community. in general, and for the church of 4+. 
England in particular, and alſo what he terms * A juſt 
A c indignation” - 
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ation againſt Mr. Whitefield's principles and 


2 But Ts has this zealot bo * theſe 


of ee Leude, if not ſo, dil own obſervatiots 
might haye convinced him long ago, that neither the 
principles or practices of the Methodidſts, are ene- 
mies to civil ſociety, or to the church of England, 
as by law eſtabliſhed ; as, I hope to make appear in 


the ſequel of this letter. 

s this , Writer's obſervations might have con- 
vinced him of this truth; ſo charity, and the deſire 
of maintaining the character of a Gentleman, ought 


to have deterred him from thoſe illiberal reflections 
of inſanity and blindneſs, which appear in the front 


ol his addreſs tp that Reverend Gentleman. For was 
Mr. Whitefield really in ſuch circumſtances, his age, 


inſanity, and blindneſs, would have ſhielded him 
from contempt among men of candour ; whereas, 
this Gentleman gives theſe for à teaſon why he 
ſhould, like a civil magiſtrate i in other caſes, han 

this poor blind idiot in Tertorem. Dowie 4 
This Writer is alf fanguine Slough in We 


'nating his letter: A Glaſs for ths Public.” But I be- 


neve the Public is too Candid to take 4 Hkeneſs from 
| Hitch a mirror; nor can I tir him workman fuffi- 
celent to poliſh'one to its raſte. Befide, Mr. Whitefield 


bb with All* his dn hor po he cage 
make him a Devil? the worlt he can ſay is, 'Thit 
"Mr. Whitefield is an Arch Heretic“ And religion 
met have ron) e not to Cn 2 even ſuch a one 
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4 28 ah enemy, but adimonith an. 28 2 brother,” 
2 Theſſ. i lll, 14. Very far this from our Autho 874 
proſeſſed attempt, not to admoniſh, but to. rer det 
him contemptible in the eye of the world." ? 
But this Gentleman is ſtill i more canceted of 115 
own abilities, in thinking ſuch. weak arguments as 
are uſed in his letter, would diminiſh Mr. Whitefield's 
intereſt among his acquaintance, or even among thoſe 
who have only a favourable opinion of him. 'Afſi ight 
obſervation will convince ſuch perſons, that his 
work is only calculated to fan the coals of prejudice ; 
an office, in the preſent day, very * 1 FLEE) 
Oxonian, truly! 
After his preamble, he goes on to ald what 
the giſts of the Holy Spirit were in the times of the 
apoltles, as ſet forth in the ſacred writings, and what 
they now are in theſe latter ages of the church; 
which conſideration I ſhal] immediately examine, | 
In Page 3. he enumerates ſeveral texts of ſcrip- 
ture, concerning the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit; 
which, as none conteſt, I ſhall paſs by, withſ Juſt 
remarking, that his obſervation, page 4. is not found- 
ed on ſcripture ; viz. © That theſe gifts were con- 
? ferred on choſen and particular perſons only: for 
it appears, from a variety of texts, that extraordi- 
nary. gifts were conferred'on * all believers ;* For in- 
ſtance: © 'Theſe ſigns ſhall follow them that believe 
b in my. name, they ſhall caſt out devils, c.“ 
Mark xvi. 17. * The Holy Ghoſt fell on all chen 
tc which heard the word,“ for? x. 44. with many 
other inſtances which might be mentioned, r 
p But if this Writer deſerts ſcripture, when ſpeak- 
ing of the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, when 
he comes, to treat of the common gifts or | 
of the Spirit, he may be faid'to face about and fight 
ſcripture, His account of the manner of the Spirit's 
4 —- working 
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working on mens minds at this preſent time, ſeems 


to be founded on two very falſe propoſitions. F irſt, 


That the ſcripture manner of giving the Spirit, in 
the ordinary way, has long ago ceaſed. Secondly, 
That his own experience muſt be the beſt rule to de- 
termine by. But I imagine no real chriſtian will pay 


any regard to his reaſon or experience in this i impor- 


* 


tant caſe. Take his own words: 

Page 4. The other (or ordinary) gifts which were 
© conferred on all believers, were unqueſtionably 
* ſtrongeſt upon the fixſt converts, who, from the clear 
© over-pouring light which was diffuſed into them, 
and the divine inſtinfts accompanying them, had 
* ſufficient internal evidence of their being filled with 


the Holy Ghoſt; but the portions of this Spirit 


£ were not poured forth in ſuch a liberal manner in 
« after ages.” But wherefore js all this unqueſtion- | 


able? Or with whom will ſuch dogmas be of any 


weight? What reaſon can be given why thoſe 
graces of the Spirit ſhould not be as ſtrong and evi- 
dent now as in the firſt ages of the church? Is not 
buman nature :8 impure and he]pleſs in theſe days 
as it was then ? If, indeed, it can be proved that 
our nature in every age bath grown better, and been 
gradually reconciling to the divine, ſo as to ſtand 
in little or no need of the grace of God at this top 


who can then account ſor the fires in Smithfield, 


the days of Mary, or for a recent expulſion of fx 
godly ſtudents from one of our Univerſities ? 


Again, If this reconciling plan ſhould' be received, 


how can this Author be Certain that the aid of the 


Spirit will, be wanting to the end of the world, as he 
ſays | it will ? But this be cannot know, unleſs he 


i acquainted with the exact proportion which 


ns e of human nature Rands in with 
2 | 9 2 | 


relation to the end of the world. For it is probable, 


from ſome late appearances at Oxford, as well as 
from his ey if the world | is not very ſoon 3 


gi 


cially thoſe parts where we pray for «the infpiration 
of the Holy Spirit, as one Univerſity hath arrived 
ſo near perfection, as only to retain the name of this 
Agent: from which, it is not unlikely, they may 
laugh at the e his indess in a * e 
more. , 
This Gentleman goes on in is 5th page thas: 
But this communication is now to be judged of 
© more from the viſible effects it produces in mens 
„lives, than from any immediate ſenſible influences 
© upon their minds: Its co-operations with our 
* wills, its ſuggeſtions to our minds, and its impulſes 
upon the ſprings and principles of our actions are | 
* fo ſecret and imperceptible, that it is impoſſible to [ 
d iſcern the cauſe but from the effects. This is ano- 
ther bold affirmation: he ſhould have wrote, It is N 
impoſſible for ms to diſcern, &c.“ For as to others, 
it is very far from being an impoſſible caſe. Thoſe 

who pray thus: # Take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
« Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by the inſpira- 
'* tion of thy Holy Spirit. The fellowſhip of the 
© Holy Ghoſt be with us, &c.“ and pray- in the 
ſenſe of our church, knowing what they pray for, will 
not ſubſcribe to this Gentleman's impoſſibilities; and 

much leſs thoſe © who feel in themſelves the workings 4 

>: of the Spirit of Chtiſt, as ſaith our XV1Ith article. 

To which form of ſound words I imagine this Qxonian 

hath ſubſetibed, though I fear fiot with 6. much 

probity as he wrote the above extracqt. 

| Here I would obſerve, That although it be poſſible 
en gt cauſe ne from the effacts; yet 


where 
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where the effects do not follow (if there is a poſſibility 
for effects to be manifeſted) Itis evident ſuch perſons 
| are under a deluſion; and it is too true, ſuch perſons 
there have been in all ages, and in the pureſt churches 
and ſocieties, -5* whoſe God is their belly, and whoſe 
glory is in their ſhame,” Phil. iii. 19. But it is as 
abſurd and unjuſt to ſtigmatize all thoſe with the cha- 
rater of Enthuſiaſts, who declare they feel in them- 
6 ſelves the working of the Spirit of Chriſt,” becauſe 
ſome abuſe this doctrine, as it would be to aſſert, 
That all the members of an eminent ſeat of litera- 
ture, are enemies to true religion, becauſe this wri- 
ter and others on that foundation have lately role up 
_ it. = 
Fake notice again, from he alive quotation, how = 
dur Author introduces his refining plan, by the words 
Co- operations with our wills, -&c.* In the firſt 
age of the church men were born again, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will 
.* of man, but of God,” 1 John i. 13. The wind 
ec hloweth where it lifteth,” John iii. 8. And of 
.* his own will begat he us by the wag of truth,” 
James i. 18. Alſo at the Reformation, fifteen hund- 
red years afterward, human nature does not ſeem to 
be at all mended, ſince the Compilers of our articles 
roundly declare, The condition of man, after the fall 
4 of. Adam, is ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare 
nimſelf by his own natural ſtrength and good works, 
to faith and calling upon God. Wherefore we have 
no power to do good works pleaſant and acceptable 
t to God, without the grace of God, by Chriſt, pre- 
© venting us that we may have agood will, and work- 
ing with us when we have that good will.“ Ses 
"#ticle X. However, by this Gentleman's account, 


i alſo by Dr. Nowell, in his letter to the author of 
6 Pictag 
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© Pietas Oxonienſis,” juſt publiſhed, it appears, 
our nature hath ſo far recovered of this fall, a8 66 
ſtand in need of but half that aſſiſtance from God as 


that 


as foutid accgſiiry in theapoftolic age, and in the 
ſixteenth century. Whetefore, if this were true, it 
Will be cevide r e 3 


well as our Liturgy. 
— proceeds n gth OA * For whns- 


ever our mental aſſurances; or inte mal experiences 
may be] yet if we do not things, as it were 
© ourſelves, and worthy of ſupernatural aſſiſtance, they 
© are only the wild tranſports of an overheated ĩma- 


*ginat ion: I would aſk this. Author, whether be 


ever felt the ſtings of a guilty conſcience, or great 
enxiety of mind on ay account ? If he has, did he 
eount it a wild tranſport of an overheated imagin- 
tionꝰ to have his conſcience at x peace, and his anxie- 
ty removed? But by his letter, I fear he neither 
knows what chat grievous remembrance and intoler- 
s able burden of fin,' confelltd by all true church- 
men, ate, or what that peace of God which palF- 
eth all underſtanding (is, It is aſtoniſhingsthat a 
man ſhould” reaſon agaiciſt bis greateſt privileges and 
happitieſs in this world. Is not pardon of ſing peace 
of caniſcience,” and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; uc abſv- 
lutely neceſſary now as in the firſt ages of the church 
And cannet God eonvey them to the ſoul ur caſſly 
now as' then? Or is chere any hint in the ſctäpture, 
intimating that we muſt not expect” theſe favours? 
Or onithe contrary, is there not much 'to/endourage 
us to hepé wand) pray for them have not thouſands 


in oe age enjoy 
writer enjey them if he-could? dbes he not pray for 


them; and think it the Happineſs of heaven to hun 
chem in e ae whar udo of teaſon 
8 bas fn 11 oy 15 Id eis nu 408 hach 
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ed them? would not even this 
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ok heto brand with the bold epithets of wild tan 


ports, &c* the joys and conſolations of men wWuo 
declare, They are not mad, but — che words 


gf truth and ſoberneſs?” 
But let us notice our Author's e inthe fors- 


cited quotation, which, on examination, runs thus, 
viz. If the common gifts of the Spirit do not ſhew 


S themſelves by ſomething; 'above us, that is, by ex- 
n powers, they are only the wild trauf- 
ports, .&c.' Curious indeed. from this reaſoning 

nary. gifts of the Spirit muſt go rogerher, which 

ſufficiently confutes itſelf. 1 \ arts 3143; 9149 


The holy ſcriptures, are ſo full on the point of the 


3 of human wiſdom to inveſtigate the truth 


. ” ey — . * 


f — that i it —_—_— Grange, 8 3 rea- 


ſon ſo ſtrongly in favour of a divine revelation, and 


otherways be very ſenſible, yet in this caſe act ſo 


contrary to truth, as pertly to aſſert, and boldly to 
maintain, the ſufficiency of their powers in the great 


work of knowing and turning to God. The queſtion ' 


this Author and bis abettors is, whether they ever 
followed the royal example in their ſtudies, viz. 
4 Open thou mine eyes that I may ſee the wonders 
< of thy law?” Pſalm, exix. 18. Whether, they pay 
any more regard to a divine teaching, when turning 
over the ſacred pages, than they do in reading any 
other book in their libraries? In ſhort, whether _ 
ever felt the ſharpneſs of this two-edged ſword, the 

balm of this word of conſolation, or ever taſted the 
ſweetneſs of this honey-comb ? If they have not, 


all their ſtudy of the ſcriptures is but a weatineſs to 
the fleſh, and unprofitableneſs to their underſtanding. 


* 


of Kane things, and the tr of a anderen a 
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But what great things, even beyond themſelves,” 
does this Gentleman deſire to ſee done by thoſe who 
aſſert, They now feel the influences of the Holy Spi- 
© rit ? What ſupernatural aſſiſtanee' is he dreaming 
of? Would he have them cure him of his prejudice, 
or caſt out that evil ſpirit which ſo rages at Oxford? 
Does he not know that the « kingdom of God com- 
ec eth not with obſervation, but is within; con- 
« fiſting of righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the 


„Holy Ghoſt ?“ Rom. xiv. 17. If he knew any thing 


of real chriſtianity he might know theſe are things 
tranſacted in the hearts of chriſtians far beyond them- 
felves, and done by ſupernatural aſſiſtance too: For 
an illuſtration of this point, let him reflect, what an 
almighty power muſt be exerted to make him a © real 
© Methodiſt, or a chriſtian indeed? And, truly, I 
ſhould be glad to ſee him convinced by this argu- 


ment ad hominem;' nor is it impoſſible or unpre- 


cedented; for many in our day, fierce and diſdain- 
ful as he, have been in this manner witneſſes of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

In his 6th--page are theſe words, If we walk 
© holy, we may preſume that it is his Holy Spirit 


© which worketh in us both to will and to do; but 
© ſtill this is only a rationa] preſumption, and no ab- 


© ſolute certainty; we may poſſibly be miſtaken.” 
Here this writer ſeems to tremble at the notion of an 
abſolute certainty; and well he may, for if the 
doctrine is true, it is plain he has little of chriſti- 
anity in him, but on the contrary will be found an 
oppoſer of vital religion. And that the doctrine is 
true, the ſcripture, in in ſupport of it, ſpeaks full and 
frequent, viz. If any man have not the Spirit of 
“ Chriſt he is none of his,” Rom. viii. 9.“ The 


6 « Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit that we 
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| [10] 
are the children of God, Rom. viii. 16.“ Exa- 
< mine yourſelves, prove your ownſelves; know ye 
not your ownlſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in 
«you, except ye be reprobates?” 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
and „ he that believeth bath the witneſs in bimſelf,” 
x John v. 10, Theſe ſcriptures with many others are 
plain to the purpoſe, and have ſo been received by 
eminent men in all ages of the church: Wherefore 


to wreſt them to other ſenſes, viz. to confine the 


uſe of them to two or three centuries, or to certain 
diſtinctions between juda ſm and chriſtianity; to 
repreſent them as oriental hyperboles, and thus 
bring down their noble and ſterling meaning to the 


paſe "all loy of a ſoul deſtitute of the power of gracey ; 


js to ſecrete the precious treaſure of the church; 
quench the light and conſolation of God's . 


cut the nerves and ſinews, and ſpoil the ſouls of true 
| believers, Prov. xxii. 23. For they well koow, that 


without Chriſt dwelling in their hearts hy his Spirit 
they can do nothing. This Nicodemus therefore, 
may wonder and cavil with his © how can theſe 
< things be? Let him reaſon as wildly and fooliſh- 
Jy, perhaps not ſo ſincerely, as that Rabbi, when 
he cried Can a man be born when he is old?” 


Even now, real chriſtians feel and enjoy the bleſſed 


power of the Holy Ghoſt, and although they may 
not be able to ſatisfy the curious and idle enquiries 
of men of the world, who neither know or can have 


this Spirit, John xiv. 17. yet they will not be ral- 


lied out of their greateſt happineſs, by all the ſo- 


; phiſtry of the diiputers of this world. 


This Writer, in his 5th, 8th, and gth- A Ra: 
to inform us, what the Biſhops and Candidates for 


holy orders mean, or may be ſuppoſed by him and 


| others like him to mean, when the Biſhop aſks, 


<©Do 


[07S] 


© Do you truſt you are inwardly moved to take on ; 


© you this office and miniſtration ?*, And, Do you 
© think: you are truly called according to the will of 
© our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to the miniſtry of the 


« church?” To which the Candidate anſwers, © I 


© truſt ſo.” And here this Gentleman, from Oxford, 
plays the ſame tricks with our office of ordination as 
he does with. the ſcripture, viz. puts what ſenſe he 
pleaſes on it. But hear him ſpeak. * 
The ordaining powers, viz. the biſhops with 


their afliſtant prieſts, don't pretend to judge of the 


« qualifications of the candidates for holy orders, 
but from their examination into their abilities 3 
and from their perſonal acquaintance with them, 
or authentic credentials from others, of their lives 
© and converſations; they do not pretend to have 
any intuitive knowledge of the perſons who offer 


© themſelves for ordination, nor have they any pow=- 


© er of diſcerning who are called to the miniſtry but 


< what ariſes from this external ſcrutiny.” To which 


I anſwer, How came Dr. H— biſhop of S— to re- 


fuſe Mr. Matthews ordination the other day, with- 


out examination, or any external ſcrutiny? This is 
an inſtance of a biſhop pretending, or at leaft acting 
as if he did pretend to an intuitive knowledge, 
But this perſon, as a learned churchman, , ſhould 
know, that it is not what the biſhop, or candidates, 
or his Reverend Self thinks, or pretends to, in this 
folemn work, that will ſatisfy pious and thinking 
people ; but what the church intends by theſe forms 


of ſpeech: and it is plain ſhe means a great deal 
more than this Writer ever learned at College. The 


ſcripture and our church both take it for granted, 
that a Candidate for the miniſtry ſhould be indued 


with the grace of God, or © be called according to 


B 2 «© God's 


, cz — — 
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c God's word by his Spirit working in due ſeaſon,” 


as ſhe deſcribes it in the XVIIth article, Now, as 
every private chriſtian hath this call, and knows 
more or leſs of this working of God's Spirit; the 
Biſhop, examining as a biſhop of- our church, in 
the firit place, fatisfies himſclf, in this important 
preliminary, by cloſely querying the Candidate on 
thoſe articles he is about to ſabſcribe: And ſuch 
Biſhops as are deſcribed in the epiſtle to Timothy 
and Titus, will give a ſhrewd gueſs on this difficult 
point without the intuitive knowledge of hearts. As 
to the Candidate, it is not proper to put abſolute deter- 
minations in young mens mouths, nor is it neceſſary, 
2s the whole is to turn on the biſhop's diſcernment, 
not on the confidence of the Candidate. It is alſo plain 
from the whole proceſs, that as the biſhop is ſuppoſed 
to be a man of age and experience of God's grace; as 
fuch he is ſuppoſed alſo to know, or to form a better 
judgment of the Candidate than he can of himſelf, 
If therefore, to be only a private Chriſtian, a 
man muſt feel in himſelf the working of the Spirit 
Jof Ckriſt;* how much more in the call to the mi- 
niſtry ! And this point being cleared before the 
Biſhop, and confirmed by witneſſes as to his moral 
character, lays a good ground for examination, as 
to the abilities, with reſpect to learning, utterance, 
aptneſs to teach, &c. All which, if ſatisfactory, I 
look on to be the aſſurances which the church de- 
mands from every Candidate to the miniſtry, and a 
full anſwer to the queſtions of the Ordinary. But 
to receive any thing ſhort of this, is to betray the 
truſt ſhe repoſes in, her officers; is to throw down 
her barriers, and lay her at the mercy of perſons of 
ſiniſter views: thus ſowing the ſeeds of infinite miſ- 
chief, all which is too, too evident, by the alarm- 


ng 
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ing increaſe of idle, ignorant, ſtammering, card- 

| playing, dancing, drunken pretenders to the mini- 
| ſtry; to the grief of their laborious and wotthy bre- 
= thren, and to the diſhonouring and defiling the beſt = 
eſtabliſhed church in the worll. = 
Having thus examined what may be called the | 

preface to this Gentleman's letter, and J hope ſuffi- 

| ciently ſhewn how little, either of candor,  huma- 
nity or true religion appears therein; I ſhall go on 

to his principal deſign, which is, as he ſays, to 

prove that Mr, Whitefield proceeds through his 

'© whole Letter upon the ſuppoſition of the extraor- 

© dinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt being ſtill conti- 

© nued to the members of Chriſt's church. In con- 

ſidering this, I ſhall ' endeavour to expoſe the weak- 

neſs of the arguments on which his fabric reſts. 

| He begins this part of his Letter with a long quo- 

% tation from Mr. Whitefield, which it is neceſſary to 
inſert. That Gentleman having deſcribed the miſſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt on the day of Pentecoſt, proceeds 
thus: The Holy Ghoſt was not to be conſined to 
< or monopolized by them, but was to be of ſtand- 
ing general uſe.” And again, Upon this rock, 
< viz. upon an experimental manifeſtation and ap- 
plication of his divinity to the renewed heart 
© (which fleſh and blood, human reaſon, vain phi- 
© loſophy, moral ſuaſion, or any or all barely exter- 

nal evidence whatſoever, cannot reveal) hath he 
© built, doth he now build, and will continue to 
© build his church; and therefore the gates, neither 
* the power or policy of hell, -ſhall ever be able to 
« prevail againſt it. By the influence of this almigh- 
* ty Agent, hath he promiſed to be with his mini- 
© ſters and people even to the end of the world; and 

+ agreeable to this hath taught us daily to pray, that 

| | "©" 
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„ his kingdom may come; which being to be begun, 
© carried on, and compleated, by one continued 
© emanation of divine influence communicated to 
c believers, in the uſe of all appointed means, can 
© alone enable us to do God's will on earth with any 
© degree of unanimity, chearfulneſs, univerfality and 
6 perſeverance, as it is done by the holy angels 
© above; and as this is daily the united prayer of the 
< whole catholic church, it followeth, that any ad- 
© dition of any individual monument of divine grace, 
out of every nation, language, or tongue, muſt be 
©. looked upon in part as an anſwer to the daily pray- 
er of every individual believer under heaven.” 

- 'Fhis Writer in his 1 3th page, taking from the pre- 
2 quotation the following ſentences, via. Up- 
< on an experimental manifeſtation and application 
© of his divinity to the renewed heart, doth he now 
+ build his church; by the influence of this almighty 
< Agent hath he promiſed to be with his minifters 
© and people even to the end of the world; and, by 
© one continued emanation of divine influence com- 
© municated to believers ;* goes on to aſk, © What 
© other interpretation can be given to theſe ſen- 
© terices, but that you ſuppoſe the ſame influences 
* which were communicated to the diſciples on the 
© day of Pentecoſt, were uninterruptedly continued 
to all chriſtians in all times? nay, you not only 
© ſuppoſe ſo; but your expreſſions amount to a di- 
© rect aſſertion of it.” 
However poſitive our Author 1 wic troſpect to ex- 
plaining this quotation, I can find no ſuppoſition of 
extraordinary gifts in it, or of miraculous powers; 
here is no hint of a ruſhing mighty wind that ſhook 
the- houſe, no cloven tongues as of fire, no gifts of 
languages, * pretenſions: Nay, the word 
experi- 


| "Tt 


experimental, ſo enigmatical to this Writer, evi 
dently,confines this whole quotation to the internal 
common operations of the Holy Ghoſt ; as do the 


Glloning: ente xi. e 


of divine influence communicated to all believers in 


the uſe of all appointed means, can alone enable us | 


to do. What! work miracles of any kind? No, 
* to do God's will on earth.“ Again, ſays Mr, 
Whitefield, It followeth, that every iudividual mo- 
* nument of God's mercy is, &c.“ But, to have 
anſwered this Gentleman's purpoſe, it ſhould rather 
have been thus worded, viz. It followeth that every 


exhibition of God's power to ſpeak with tongues, 


raiſe the dead, remove mountains, is, &c. | 
From duly conſidering the preceding paragraph 


only, I hope, to an unprejudiced reader, and much 


more to an experienced chriſtian, this quotation 
will appear quite void of any claim, or ſuppoſition 
in Mr. Whitefield, that he, or any believers, enjoy 
any extraordinary powers in the preſent dax. 

This Writer, indeed, may aſk, What manifeſta- 
tion can any man pretend to now? To which I 
would anſwer by another queſtion, viz, What does 
he as a churchman mean, when he declares to God, 
© that he is tied and bound with the chain of his 
e ſins,” and that the * burden of his fin. is intolera- 


ble? Does he not mean that his fins are ſo mani- 
feſted to his conſcience, that he is like a poor con- 


demned, chained felon, lamenting thoſe fins which he 


fears will ruin him? If he had ever felt this in his heart, 


I imagine he would not have wrgte this letter with 
his pen. But although he never may have felt this, but 
hath uttered he knew not what in ſuch a ſolemn man- 
ner, yet it js very eaſy for him to conceive, and quite 


xeaſonable f for him to allow, that certain men expe-. 
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rienced ſuch things about two hundred years ago: 
And if ſo, why not at this preſent time, ſince they 
diſclaimed all pretenſtons' to extraordinary powers in 
their diſputes with the papiſtical cavillers of that age, 
much in the ſame manner as the Methodiſts, and all 
who fee] the power of religion, are obliged to do to 
their deſcendents at Oxford, &c. at this very day. 
And if the guilt of fin when thus manifeſted, is ſo 
intolerable, ſurely a good and gracious God will not 
ſuffer thoſe whom he has thus wounded, to remain al- 
ways in ſuch miſery; he therefore, in anſwer to their 
prayer, that through the pitifulneſs of his great 
* mercy he would loofe them, and © grant them his 
© peace,” he does make them as ſenſible of the Par- 
don of their ſins, as they had been of the burden of 
them. And this is what our church means in theſe 
petitions, and what Mr. Whitefield means by an 
C experimental manifeſtation and- application of his 
© divinity to a renewed heart,” This. Gentleman's 
denying it, proves nothing but his want of religion; 
for as to the Church, and the Methodiſts, they re- 
main in full poſſeſſion of vital chriſtianity, juſt as 
they would do, was he to take it into his head to 
write againſt the evangelical hiſtory. 
That Mr. Whitefield in the quotation under con- 
| fideration ſuppoſes that the ſame Spirit that influ- 
_ enced the apoſtles, &c; on the day of Pentecoſt, 
continues ſtill to influence God's people, is very 
plain: But as Mr. Whitefield in his-Letter expreſſes 
nothing of miraculous powers, yet expreſſy men- 
tions © internal operations,” what he ſays muſt reſt 
on this alternative, viz. This Writer muſt prove 
that none of the influences of the Holy Spirit, which 
were enjoyed by the primitive church, are enjoyed 


by any of God's people in theſe _ or give up 
his wretched cauſe, ' | This 


[17] 
This Writer, in his 13th and 14th pages, ſelects 
a few other paſſages from Mr. Whitefield's Letter, to 
prove that he pretends to extraordinary powers. 
The firſt inſtance is an alluſion to the zeal and love 
which Barnabas ſhewed at the progreſs of religion at 
Antioch, Acts xi. which piece of ſcripture-hiſtory 
Mr. Whitefield quotes to illuſtrate what he ſays of the 
joy which was among the Methodiſts to hear 
£ that ſor ſome time paſt there had been a more than 
ordinary concern and zeal ſor promoting their own 
and others ſalvation among ſome of the ſons of the 
* prophets.” Our Author, to hook this quotation 
into his ſcheme, aſſerts that the Holy Ghoſt © was 
© poured out. at Antioch in a moſt viſible manner, 
© before Barnabas came.“ But I confeſs I can find 
nothing of this anecdote in ſcripture. However, 
ſuppoſing it was ſo, what man of ſenſe and candour 
is there, who would not have conſidered this para- 
graph as alluding to the ſaving and common opera- 
tions of God's Spirit, as Mr. Whitefield plainly inti- 
mates by the words, promoting their own and 
© others ſalvation, and not ſtrain it to intend ex- 
traordinary gifts, of which there is not the leaſt. 
trace? It may be conſidered alſo as an inſtance of 
Mr, Whitefield's peculiar manner of writing, viz. a 
fondneſs for the ſcripture- ſtile. And inſtead of abu- 
ſing and miſrepreſenting him in ſuch alluſions, - it 
had better become this Writer to have imitated Mt. 
Whitefield on a religious ſubject; but too many have 
ſo habituated themſelves to a ſtudious neglect in this 
particular, that the ſcripture-language grows as ob- 
ſolete as the ſenſe of the ſacred oracles: Nay, even 
our ſermons are ſo little incumbered with quotations 
of this ſort, that, if there is any beſide the text, it 
is — adjuſted in the moſt inoffenſiye manner. 
C But 
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But what this Gentleman could quote this part of 
Mr. Whitefield's Letter for, on the. argument he is 
purſuing, I cannot conceive, unleſs to ſhew his want 
of charity, and diſcover to the world, to what inde- 
cencies a Judicrous imagination can deſcend ; for 
here is no hint of miraculous powers; the ſubject is 
only of © joy among good people, that there were 
found ſome who cared for their own and others 
© ſalvation, &c.” And is this to be termed an ex- 
traordinary gift? Does not our church pray for the 
ſpreading of religion among all men? And are we 
not raiſing funds for the propagation of the goſpel ? 
And ſhall we not rejoice when the power of religion is 
felt by thoſe who naturally diſregard it? Does this 
Writer ever really thank God for all his goodneſs 
© and loving-kindneſs to us and to all men?” But 
he may reply; we are chriſtians already, and it is 
abſurd to talk of ſpreading the goſpel, * ſeeking the 
© ſalvation of others, &c.” in a chriſtian land. To 
which 1 anſwer; this is very far from being a clear 
caſe with our church, or with the Methodiſts, The 
Methodiſts do not think our circumſtances in gene- 
ral, a whit better than were thoſe of the Jews as a 
-national church; and it is certain as to. them, that 
c all were not Iſrael, who were of Iſrael,“ Rom. 
ix. 6. The ſame may be ſaid of us; all are not 
chriſtians who are ſo called. Our church alſo de- 

fines a church to be © a congregation of faithful 
© men,” who not only have promiſed, but actually 
do, from a lively faith in Chriſt, © renounce the 
s devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of 
© this wicked world, and all the ſinful luſts of the 
© fleſh From this definition, I would aſk this 
Writer, if there is not good reaſon, as well as ample 
room, for the goſpel to ſpread even in Great · Britain? 
| Again, 
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Again, as it would be abſurd to attempt to prove 


that all the members of our church are real Chriſtians ; 


ſo it would be equally abſurd to affert that there is 


not a neceſſity for the ſame conyerting grace to make. 
2 nominal Chriſtian a real one, as to convert a Hea- 
then; becauſe the ſcripture and matter of fact give 


the advange in this reſpect to the Heathen. The 
ſcripture declares, that a meer Proſelyte to the ſect 
of the Phariſees (although counted the moſt boly 
ſet among the Jews) yet became by this connexion 


<< twofold, more the child of hell than before, 


Matt. xxiii. 15. Juſt ſo a nominal, formal Chri- 
ſtian, wraped up in his conceit of the efficacy of his 
baptiſm, church - going, &c. though otherwiſe a 

meer Worldling, or a notorious ſinner; yet will 


—— 


ſupport himſelf, even when a thundering St. Paul 


* is reaſoning on righteouſneſs, temperance, and a 


& judgment to come ;” as did the vile Druſilla a 
Jeweſs, while her Gentile huſband Felix trembled, 
Acts xxiii. 25. 

It appears, therefore, that the] joy of the Metho- 
diſts, when they heard there was a more than 
common concern, &c.“ was angelic,, a godlike 
temper; and that the preaching of thoſe who make 
no diſtinctions, but treat their whole congregations 
as true Chriſtians, is both abſurd and cruel: Ab- 
ſurd, becauſe notoriouſly contrary to truth; and 
cruel, becauſe it is flattering them, who are not ſo, 
with the pleaſing notions of health and ſafety, while 
their diſeaſe is preying on their vitals, and muſt ſpon 
iſſue in their utter ruin, 

This Writer next ſteps out of his road of argu- 
ment to indulge a peccant humour; for what he 
| advances on another part of the aforementioned 
| Eh: VIZ." ſons of the prophets,” cannot be 
C 2 exceeded 
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exceeded, if we extract the quinteſſence from all the 
- low, illiberal, impious and impudent publications 

that have appeared againſt the Methodiſts. But 
this unpolite Oxonian ought to conſider, that, if the 
Methodiſts in general were tried by his own defini-- 
tion of perfons who are influenced by the Holy 
Spirit, they have a juſt claim to his reſpect, becauſe 
they give as good a teſtimony as any men, by walk- 
ing uprightly. For this reaſon, eyen ſuppoſing 
them Enthuſiaſts, they have a right to be treated 
with juſtice and decency, becauſe their enthuſiaſm 
does not in any wiſe injure their neighbour, or ren- 
der them worſe members of civil ſociety, Whereas, 
if we try this Thrafo by his own rule of judgment, 
It will too plainly appear, by this production, that 
he hath not the Spirit of God, even in its common 

| Af EYES The fruits of this Spirit are in “ all 

« ooodneſs, and righteouſneſs and truth,” Eph. 
v. q. neither of which qualities appear in this pam- 
phlet, much leſs in the part now under conſidera- 
tion, which is replete with ſlander, injuſtice and ill- 
nature, to fay no worſe of it. What heart in- 
fluenced by that holy Agent, could have fabricated 
ſuch a vile rhapſody of calumny, as is found in his 
T5th and 16th pages, from the innocent and ſerip- 
tural term, ſons of the prophets ?? Here he has 
| ſpattered ſome of the moſt religious characters in the 
kingdom; whoſe reputation, however, is as much 
proof againſt his inſinuations, as he appears to be 
againſt the laws of religion and honour. 

Does not the Author know that by the phaſe, 
© ſons of the prophets, are unde rſtood their pupils? 
Does he not know that to prophely' i is a ſcripture». 
term for to preach? Does he not perceive, nay ac- 
knowledge, that Mr. Whitefield by the words. un- 

| : derſtandg 
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derſtands not the ſix young men only, but alſo the 
pupils in the Univerſity? This whole 
therefore, I fear, — onntcte of hands 
to ſerye a-groveling mind; which perhaps he, and 


others af his party, may call wit; but men, Wo 


revere ſcripture and equity, muſt ſeel a becoming 
indignation. at ſuch proſtitutions of its ſacred lan- 
guage, and at the dark and fly denies a licen- 
tious imagination. 

He enters on the enſuing noe in bia roth 
page with calling it- ©, extreme dotage, and extrava- 
5. gant preſumption in Mr. Whitefield, to compare 
6 theſe half dozen young men to David, to our Sa- 


 viour, to the apoſtles, or more eſpecially to St. 


© Paul, and to take it for granted, that having been 


F rf in the meaneſt trades, they had like them 


5 the ſame. ſupernatural calls.” But I would aſk, 
Where the infinite impropriety, as he terms it, 


is? For by theſe fcripture-precedents, it is plain, 
the great God does not ſee as this man ſees, nor de- 


ſpiſes perſons on account of their mean circumſtances ; 
but, on the contrary, choſe ſuch to be his moſt ho- 
nourable ſervants, in preference to the learned and 
opulent. But, ſays our author, David, &c. had 
* ſupernatural calls.“ Very well, for that reaſon 
they had no call to go to a Univerſity; but neither 
Mr. Whitefield or theſe young men pretend to thoſe 
extraordinary powers, therefore uſe the ere 
means, and go to a Univerſit . 

Again, this Writer replies, they * mean 
+ birth.” A low ſhift indeed, this! Pray what con- 
nexion is there between birth and learning? Does 


not a boy of the moſt noble blood, ſtand in need of 


as much inſtruction as the baſeſt born ? If then a 
Wee who hath a thirſt for learning, hath a 
[> Nw friend 
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friend to place him in the way to obtain it, what 
ſhadow of a reaſon can be urged againft it? or why 
may he not prove as worthy of the gown, as one 
born of noble blood? If, indeed, the church be 
conſidered as a ſtate- engine, he may not be quite 
ſo uſeful a perſon; but if it be conſidered: as a 
Church of Chriſt; there can be no poſlible objection, 
nor can they juſtly be accuſed of pride or ignorance, 
for endeavouring to qualify themſelves for holy or- 
ders; and as to what this Author apprehends with 
fegard to the ſix young men, viz, that they had 
© no other calls but of - idleneſs and hunger.“ If 
they had ſucceeded, I dare ſay they would not have 
been idle, and I may alſo venture to affirm they 
. not have been over fed. et e . 
This Author, I perceive, goes with the times, 
looking on a Clergyman's employ as ſynonymous 
with idleneſs ; whether he writes from Experience 
or not, I cannot ſay; but if not, the examples in 
proof of this manner are ſo numerous, that they 
would ſeduce a perſon of more reflection than himſelf 
into the ſame opinion. But let him reflect on the 
practice of the methodiſt miniſters in general; the 
practice alſo of thoſe men, who though in church- 
orders, yet muſt bear the name of Methodiſts, and 
let him judge whether they live in idleneſs or not; 
or rather, whether they do not © labour in the 
< word and doctrine,” and are not © inſtant in ſea- 
* ſon and out of ſeaſon,” to the diſgrace and in- 
finite vexation of many of their idle brethren, who, 
indeed, juſtly deſerve. all the invective which 'this 
examiner hath pointed at the . in this re- 
eck. 
Again, what callous hath this Writer * branding 
wem with the ſpirit of ambition? Are any of thoſe ſuſ- 


pected 
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peed men dignified ? Are they cringing at the levees 
of the great, or hunting for preferment? Or are 
they not ſtudying to be quiet, feeding their flocks, 
and watching for their ſouls? But why do I inſiſt 
on this point? - ſince this aſſertion of the Author is 
ſo notorious a ſlander, that every Pariſnioner where 
ſuch officiate, can prove the malignity of it. 

The next proof that the ſuppoſition of a claim to 
extraordinary powers runs all through Mr. White- 
field's Letter, is in this Writer's 179th page, and 
runs thus: In that day,” ſays Mr. Whitefield, 
© that goſpel-day (theſe days wherein we live) 
&« faith the great God, I will pour out a ſpirit of 
<< grace and a ſpirit of ſupplication upon the houſe 
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem.” 
And again, © I am apt to believe, if not only our 
© ſtudents and miniſters, but private chriſtians, 
« were born from above, and taught of God, as 
< thoſe wreſtlers with God were, they would want 
© forms of prayer, though we have ſuch a variety 
of them, no more than they did.“ Now this Wri- 
ter muſt prove that a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, 
and extempore praying are extraordinary gifts of the 
Spirit, before this quotation can help him in his ar- 
gument ; and if that is impoſſible, as I imagine it is, 
then the quotation, and all he ſays on it, only proves 
his ignorance and impertinence. Pray what ſuper- 
natural evidence to ſupport the goſpel could a ſpirit 
of grace and ſupplication be? And if it could be 
none, having nothing in its nature that is aſtoniſh- 
ing to ſee or hear, why ſhould it be termed an ex- 
traordinary gift? It would be, indeed, ſomething 
extraordinary and aſtoniſhing to ſee this Author, 
Dr. N, &c. praying extempore and . 
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ting the throge of grace for pardon for oppoſing 
ſuch à Spirit; but as to real Chriſtians, it is no 
more than the meaneſt of them may expect, and 
what all in ſome degree do enjoy. ; 
In his 18th page our Author hath the following 
quotation from Mr. Whitefield, viz. © One imme- 
© diate conſequence of that grand effuſion of the Holy 
<. Ghoſt on the day of Pentecoſt, we are told, was this, 
© namely, that they who gladly received the word 
** and were baptized, continued ſtedfaſt in the apo- 
« {tle's doctrine, in ' fellowſhip, in breaking of 
& bread, and in prayer.” This is a ſhort, but 
< withal a full and bleſſed account of the firſt truly 
6 apoſtolic primitive church; and we may venture 
< to affirm, that as we are more or leis partakers 
of a true apoſtolic ſpirit, ſuch kind of religious or 
< fellowſhip meetings will in proportion increaſe, 
6 or| decreaſe among us. To talk therefore, or 
« write, or preach againſt, or either by private per- 
© ſuaſion or open violence, to oppoſe or endeavour 
© to ſuppreſs, or diſcountenance ſuch kind of reli- 
< gious ſocieties, is flying as it were into the very 
< face of the ſcriptures of truth, and of the Holy 
* Ghoſt himfelf.” And again, C What affront muſt 
< we-put upon our country in general, and the 
Church of England in particular, even by barely 
<-1magining that any law now exiſts, that prohibits 


any of her members from frequenting ſuch ſocie- 


ties as have the divine authority and ſuperſcrip- 
< tion ſo apparently ſtamped upon them.” 
e Author's remark on this quotation is this, 
The analogy you form between your fellow- 
4 1 and the aſſembly of the apoſtles 
© on the day of Pentecoſt, is of that high enthu- 
« fiaſtic kind that it hath ſome tincture of blaſ- 
© pheming in it.“ But 
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But what is there ſo erithuſiaſtic in Mr. White- 
feld's words? Are not the articles of likeneſs men- 
tioned by him, ſuch as follow, viz. © Continuing 
e ſtedfaſt in the apoſtles doctrine, in fellowſhip, in 
< breaking of bread, and in prayer?” Alſo in 

* partaking of a true apoſtolic primitive - ſpirit ? 
And is it Enthuſiaſm to deſire, to pray for, and to 
enjoy theſe? Is it almoſt blaſphemy for Chriftians 
to aſſert that the ſame ſpirit of faith, of unity and 
piety, is in a meaſure ſubſiſting among them as ſo- 
cizties, as was in the primitive church? Aﬀoniſhing ! 
Rather let us cry with Dr. Young, © O for warmer 
« {till !? O for more of this primitive ſpirit ! 

Had Mr, Whitefield declared that in their fel- 
lowſhip-meetings,' the Methodiſts ſpake with new 
tongues, healed the ſick, &c. there had been ſome 
ground for emotion ; but when he only inſtances in 
ſuch graces of God's Spirit, wherein it is incumbent 
on all Chriſtians, in all ages, to imitate the apoſtles, 
namely, | in brotherly love, piety, charity, and ſtedfaſt- 
neſs, it ought rather to be matter of great thank- 
fulneſs to God, that ſuch fraternities are found in 
our Sodom, to counterbalance the many, of a quite 
different kind. 

If, therefore, „ the ſame mind is to be in us, 
& which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus,” Philip. ii. 5. If 
we are to walk even as he walked,” 1 John ii. 6. 
If we are © to be holy in all manner of converſa- 
tion,“ 1 Pet. i. 15. If our church prays © to be 
© kept from all fin:” if on the anniverſaries of the 
Apoſtles, '&c. we pray to imitate their bright ex- 
amples:“ if, eſpecially on St, Stephen's day, we 
pray to be like him for courage, and to be filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt:“ and if again, on St. Bar- 
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nabas's 
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nabas's day, we pray, O Lord God Almighty, who 
« didſt endue thy holy apoſtle Barnabas with ſingu- 
* lar gifts of the Holy Ghſt, leave us not we be- 
© ſeech thee deſtitute of thy manifold gifts, nor yet 
of grace to uſe them always to thy honour and 
glory.“ Surely it is neither enthuſiaſm or blaſ- 
phemy, to continue ſtedfaſt in the Apoſtles doctrine, 


in fellowſhip, &c. 


The fame falſe conſtruction follows in the 19th 
and 20th pages of this Author's remarks on what 
Mr. Whitefield ſays in his definition of a real Me- 
thodiſt, viz. * He is one of thoſe whom God hath 
© choſen in Chriſt Jeſus out of mankind, to bring 
them by Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels 
* made to honour. Wherefore they, which be en- 
© dued with ſuch an excellent benefit by God, be 
called according to God's purpoſe by his Spirit 


© working in due ſeaſon : they, through grace, obey 


© the calling: they be juſtified freely: they be made 
© the ſons of God by adoption: they be made like 
© unto the image of his only begotten Son Jeſus 
« Chriſt: they walk religiouſly in good works; and 
< at length, by God's mercy, they attain everlaſting 
© felicity.” This is, indeed, what our Author ſays, 

namely, © A deſcription wholly taken from the 17th ar- 


© ticle of our church, or it is predeſtination applied 


© to a real Methodiſt, And what then? Mr. 


Whitefield neither ſays that all who are called Me- 


thodiſts are ſuch; or that none but Methodiſts are 


thus happy: and yet this accurate Gentleman will 


take it ſo: But let him produce ſuch words as theſe 


from Mr. Whitefield's Letter, namely, The Me- 
diſts and they only are. decreed to be the elect 
: people of Cod; or the unprejudiced Public will 


think 
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think him in too cloſe connexion with the grand 
Accuſer of the brethren, ever to give any credit to 
what he ſays. | 

If therefore the Methodiſts are not. miniſters and 
people, to be given over [wholly to ſatan; if any of 
them can be, as real Methodiſts, in a ſtate of ſalva- 
tion; then predeſtination may be applied to a Me- 
thodiſt; then the XVIIth article alſo contains a de- 
ſcription of a real Methodiſt; Mr Whiteheld is yet 
right, and this Author is a ſlanderer. 

But what appears in all this paragraph in favour 
of his argument carrying on, to prove that Mr. 
Whitefield pretends to extraordinary powers? ſup- 
poſing he does aſſert that * all true Methodiſts are 
choſen of God, &c.“ does not our church pretend 
to as much, in favour of all true churchmen, which 
the XVIIth article and many parts of the Liturgy - 
plainly prove? I hope this Gentleman will not 
aſſert that the eſtabliſhment hath an excluſive right 
to theſe bleſſings. If then the church of England 
claims the ſame privilege for her genuine ſons as Mr. 
Whitefield does for real Methodiſts ; he cannot from 
hence accuſe Mr, Whitefield of any pretenſions to 
extraordinary claims, without involving the church 
in the ſame cenſure, | 

To as little purpoſe is what he W on what 
Mr. Whitefield remarks of the principal Accuſer of 
the ſix expelled members, viz. He will receive no 
s thanks for that day's work from the innumerable 
© company of angels, &c.“ For though this Author 
from hence would infinuate- that Mr. Whitefield 
pretends to a prophetic ſpirit; yet ſo far from any 
extraordinary gifts being neceſſary, it requires very 
little ſagacity to perceive the iniquity of that pro- 
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ceeding. If we have any knowledge of what is right 
or wrong, if we are not downright Sceptics and 
Freethinkers, we muſt think that the work of that 
day was cruel and irreligious ; ; conſequently the 
Actors muſt anſwer for it before the great Judge of 
all; as, muſt this Writer for his ſneer againſt the 
wack of God's Spirit in his 20th page, and for all 
his hard ſpeeches uttered againſt ; not one good man 
only, but true Chriſtians in general. 

This Writer further purſues his argument, and 
for that purpoſe, in his 21ſt and 22d pages, gives us 
Mr. Whitefield's definition of Methodiſm, Viz. © that 
© jt is no more nor leſs than faith working by love ;* j 
he then aſks, © What is this faith? if it be not 
© more, it is not leſs than an invincible prepoſſeſſion, 
© or an high-flown conceit engendercd by pride and 
© ignorance, that the poſſeſſed is one of the choſen, 
Kc.“ and then adds, every ene will acknowledge 
© this to be enthuſiaſm,” But, ſetting aſide all his 
ſtrokes of miſapplied wit, let this Remarker anſwer 
for himſelf; will he not own that thoſe bleflings, 
namely, of the new birth, adoption, &c. which he 
mentions in his 21ft page, in a manner which neither 
recommends his head or heart, were once enjoyed 
by men whom he will not dare to term Enthuſiaſts ? 
The bare claiming and enjoying them therefore, 
does not conſtitute a man an Enthuſiaſt. Again, 
does he think that the Chriſtians of the primitive 
times, quite exhauſted that treaſury of grace, which 
St. Paul declared was unſearchable and paſſed 
knowledge; ſo that the Chriſtians of ſucteeding 
ages were to labour on in the dark; uncertain whe- 
ther they ſhould be received, or have the door ſhut 
2gainſt them at laſt? Have the inſpired Writers any 


where 
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where recorded, that there was a diſmal period to 
come of many hundred years duration, wherein the 
witneſſing, ſealing, fellowſhip, comfort, &c. of the 
Spirit ſhould be quite. withdrawn from Chriſt's 
Church? Or do the recards of the Chyrch relate any 
thing of this dreadful ſuſpenſion of celeftialfayours ? If 
not, then it follows, that Chriſtians may have a con- 
{ciouſneſs of an intereſt in theſe bleflings, even at the 
preſent time. And if the Methodiſts or others declare 
they enjoy this conſciouſneſs, and walk ? ſoberly, 
© righteouſlyand godly,” what objection can any man 
have, either to their happineſs or holineſs? Why, 
it is boldly ſaid, they are Enthuſiaſts; for, might 
this Writer ſay, I feel nothing of it; even I who am 
of Oxford; the learned D alſo, and Heads f 
Houſes; and in ſhort, great part of Chriſtendom 
neither feel or deſire, but perſecute it: It may be ſo, 
yet let all this numerous party remember, that al- 
though the inſpired Writers no where, ſay they, en- 
joyed any graces of the Spirit but what were com- 
mon to all believers in all ages, even to the end of 
the world, and fix no period wherein the Church 
ſhould be deprived of them; yet they poſitively de- 
clare, © There will come times when men will not 
* endure ſound doctrine, but be proud, falſe ac- 
<« cuſers, deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, lovers of 
$<'plealure more than lovers of God, having a 
& form of godlineſs, but denying the power there- 
« of,” 2 Tim. iii. But this Author may ſti 
reply, that he cannot think ſo many are wrong a 
ſo few right; and yet he ought to know that the 
Papiſts had the ſame wretched reaſon on their 
ſide at the reformation; and l hope he will 

| allow 
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allow that it failed them, and be convinced that it 
will be of no advantage to him. 

This Examiner hath therefore juſt cauſe to ſuſpect 
his own ſpirit, when his reſentment is kindled againſt 
men who proteſt they experience the very bleſſings of 
grace which the firſt chriſtians enjoyed; and at the 
ſame time wiſh him to partake of the ſame favours 


| that he might not obſtinately oppofe his own mercy. 


As to the Methodiſts ſaying, as this Author is 
pleaſed to affirm, viz. * Come not near me, I am 
< holier than thou: God I thank thee that I am not 
as other men are; we and our people are holy, 
call others are profane, &c.” This is only the idle 
rant of their enemies, ſuch as he, who never read or 
heard any ſuch language from them : And, indeed, it 
is as ſenſeleſs as it is falſe and malicious: For where- 
fore is all this labour in preaching, travelling, praying, 
talking, &c. if, las it is ſaid, they appropriate theſe 
bleſſings to themſelves only? Do they eſtabliſh in- 
dependent churches, or deſire to draw perſons from 
any that are eſtabliſhed? Inſtead of © come not near 
< me, &c.“ they even ob:rude themſelves into com- 
pany to ſpeak ſomething that may make others as 
happy as themſelves. To this it may, by a Caviler, 
be objected, all this zeal is only to make Proſelytes. 
I anſwer, even then it is deſtructive of the Come 
© not near me, and indicates a mind free to converſe 
and communicate its gifts to others. But this cavil 
will hold with the ſame force againſt the nioſt diſ- 
intercſted zeal that ever appeared in the world, 

. What this Writer ſays farther concerning the 
Methodiſts, © Faith working by love,” is equally be- 
{;de his argument with what he ſaid on faith. It is 
well known that they ſhe their love to God by 

keeping - 
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keeping his commandments; and what Mr. White- 
field or others have ſaid of thoſe who were active in 
that expulſion at Oxford, can be no valid objection 
in this caſe, becauſe, notwithſtanding the artful and 
partial repreſentations of it by this Author and others 
before him, together with the learned fineſſe of the 
Principal of St. Mary Hall; yet they have good 
reaſon to look on that deed as cruel, partial and 
ſlanderous; conſequently,” love to true religion, 
zeal for the Eſtabliſhed Church, and the liberties of 
mankind, as well as regard to the reputation of 
worthy minifters of our church, oblige them to cen- 
ſure ſuch practices at the ſame time as they pray for 
thoſe who do them. 

Thus have I gone through AN may be called 
the argumentative part of this Letter, I have exa- 
mined his reaſons, and animadverted on various pro- 
poſitions advanced by him : and I hope have fully 
proved that there is no reaſon to ſuppoſe Mr. White- 
field claims any extraordinary powers in his Letter 
to the Vice-Chancellor. I ſhall conclude this head, 
by ſhewing that Mr. Whitefield not only does not 
pretend to theſe powers, but that they would do him 
no real good if he had them. 

For wherefore is all this outcry about the extra- 
ordinary gifts of the Spirit by this Gentleman and 
others of his party? Do they conceive the ordinary 
gifts to be leſs deſirable than the extraordinary? Do 
they not know that the common gifts or graces are 
a ſure ſign of God's favour, and the extraordinary 
not ſo? Have they not read that many ſhall ſay, 
„Lord, have we not propheſied in thy name, and 
<« in thy name caſt out devils, and in thy name done 
40 N wonderful works ? To whom the bes) 
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4 will fay, I know you not ?” Matt. vii. 22. What 
is ſpeaking with tongues ? what is all faith, ſo as to 
remove mountains, to the ordinary grace of love? 
The Methodiſts would not be better men if they 
had extraordinary gifts; although, was the caſe ſo, 
it is to be feared ſuch men as our Author would be 
worſe: for if mountains could be removed by the 
Methodiſts, fill that rooted prejudice in the hearts 
of theſe men, which ſhuts their eyes from ſeeing, 
and ſtirs them up to vilify what is done on the ſouls 
of men every day, would be as ingeniouſly 
malicious to enervate and traduce even extraordinary 

powers: for if they refuſe to hear the plain words of 
ſcripture, © neither will they be perſuaded though 
© one roſe from the dead.” The Methodiſts know 
this,, and neither pretend to, defire, or ſee any ne- 
ceſſity for ſu Seen in this day. But they not 
only inſiſt on an experimental manifeſtation,” but 
they feel in themſelves the working of the Spirit of 
© Chriſt,” as our church declares good men do, 
which is infinitely preferable to miraculous gifts, and 
which this ſtaunch churchman, inſtead of ſubſcrib- 
ing unto, ridicules. 

I now come to the third part of this Gentleman's 
Letter, in which he examines on what proofs 
Mr. Whitefield ' ſupports his ſuppoſition of being en- 
dowed with extraordinary powers: but as I hope I 
have made it evident, under the former head, that 
he is egregiouſly miſtaken; that Mr, Whitefield 
neither ſuppoſes he hath, nor claims, nor expects 
theſe powers: of conſequence, all he now advances, 
by way of examination, is impertinent and imagi- 
nary, only fighting a man of ſtraw, a creature of his 
own fancy, no where exiſting but in his own heated 


brain: 


. 
brain: yet, as what he is pleaſed to write, is not con 
fined to that point only; I ſhall farther trouble my 
friend with ſome remarks on this. n exami- 
nation, 


The Pei on which this Author N 
all he advances on this head, are in his 27th page, 


and ſtand thus, namely, Whatever aſſurances the 
< primitive Chriſtian might have of his being endowed 
with the Holy Ghoſt from his own internal feel» 
sings: yet if there was a poſſibility of his being de- 
6 exived, the manifeſtation of it by ſome external 
+ evidences. would have been 2 ſatisfactory confir- 
mation of its reality even to himſelf; but ſhould 
© he want no ſuch collateral Fe. on his own: 
account, yet they were abſolutely neceſſary for the 
conviction of others, who; could have no other 
demonſtration of this endowment in him, but 
from the outward and viſibla Nr which he 
_ © ſhould exhibit to them,” | 

All this is wild and hands the e 
gueſſos of a mind that nous not the ſcriptures, nor 
the power of the grace of God. There is no poſſi- 
bility, nor ever was, of a ſincere and truly pious 
Chriſtian being deceived in things that appertain to 
his ſoul's ſafety: becauſe the honor and veracity of 
God is engaged in his favour, The meek he will 
guide in judgment, the meek he will teach his 
« way” Pſalm xxv. 9. They ſhall be all taught 
4% of God, John vi. 45. If it were poſſible they 
« ſhall deceive the very elect, Matt. xxiv. 24. But 
fuppoſing a poſſibility of their being deceived from 
their own internal feelings; what ſatisfaction in 
reſpect to their own intereſt in Chriſt could even re- 


moving. a untazin be; if, as I have already ſhewn, 
E miraculous | 
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miraculous powers are no, certain evidences: of the 
grace of the Spirit or favour of God? and if not ſatis- 
factory to themſelves, neither could they be ſo to 
any others in this particular; 2 being intended 
to confirm the truth of a man's e eme not the 


"ON ' incerity of a man's heart.” 


Thus does this Author ſtumble at the threſhold 
of his examination ; and thus will all others blunder, 
who reaſon from their own vain imagination, and 


neglect the ſcripture: the ſcripture declares the 


proof of a man's ſafe ſtate to be in his experience 
of God's grace, as does alſo our church. Says the 
word of God; be always ready to render to every 
man that aſketh you a reaſon of the hope that is 
&-in you:“ and this hope, we are told, is from ex- 
© perience,” even a * hope that maketh not aſha- 
ce med,“ or deceiveth not, ( becauſe the Love of 
« (God is ſhed abroad in our hearts by his Spirit 


given unto us.” Rom. v. 4, 5. From this ſcrip- 


ture, this Writer may perceive that it is not caſting 
out devils, healing the ſick, &c. which proves a per- 


ſon to be a real chriſtian; no, every ſuch. © chriſtian 
„ hath the beſt witneſs in himſelf; as ſaith the be- 


loved apoſtle, and fo faith our church in her commu- 
nion- ſervice. We are one with Chriſt and Chriſt 
« with us, we dwell in Chriſt and Chriſt in us,” and 
this gives all true churchmen a © peace that paſſeth all 


„ underſtanding.” But if another will not believe him 


when he talks of theſe divine tranſactions between God 
and his ſoul, and teſtifies the truth by a ſuitable con- 
verſation ; he can give no better or more certain teſti- 
mony; he can have none more ſatisfying to him- 
feif,, nor need ne 10 pay any regard to what a 


| cavilling ſtander- by can advance againſt him, either 


by 
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by the way of reaſon or ridicule, becauſe he is told, 
$ that the natural man diſcerueth not the things of 
e the Spirit of God, neither can! he know. chem be- 
« cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned This he 
knows was true of himſelf, while in a natural ſtate, 
and therefore pities and prays for thoſe, ho, being 
endowed with natural and acquired abilities only, are, 
by ſatan, made to believe they know all things; and 
thus become his moſt ſucceſsful inſtruments in ridi- 
culing and oppoſing what they pretend to believe, 
. Having thus propoſed his plan, this Writer pro- 
ceeds to examine, by the extraordinary gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, ſuch as the gifts of wiſdom, and know- 
ledge, of healing and working miracles, of pro- 
phecy and divers kinds of tongues; how Mr. 
Whitefield's pretenſions to them can be. uppogred: 
And firſt of the gifts of wiſdom and knowledge. 
And here, becauſe Mr. Whitefield» hath. ſpoken | 
againſt human learning, when put out of its proper 
place, this Author roundly aſſerts that he deſpiſes 


it as ſuperfluous lumber, and fills his 28th page 


with trite and impertinent concluſions, all drawn 
from that, perhaps, wilful miſtake, and all very 
unbecoming the i reer of the u be. is en- 
gaged in. 

I believe Mr. Whitefield hath as och 3 for 
ſound learning as this man, as had alſo that great 
apoſtle St. Paul, and yet St. Paul uſed this Oxoni- 
an's idol with leſs complaiſance than Mr. Whitefield, 
for he makes no ſcruple to declare, that know- 
e ledge puffeth up: that the world by wiſdom knew | 
« not God: that a man muſt become a fool that he 
may be wiſe, &c.” All this is ſaid not of Gentile 
wiſdom only, but of wiſdom in general, wherever 
2 it 
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it is found, as meer human wiſdom in Gentile, Jew, 
or Chriſtian, And it is plain, from daily experi- 


_ ence, that meer human learning does not lead to 


God; nor is the higheſt degree of this wiſdom in- 


compatible with the greateſt degree of human guilt; 


they may be in the ſame perſon at the ſame time: 
So that, from the ſimple nature of human learning, 
nothing can be argued, either for or againſt ſpiritual 


or extraordinary powers; they may or may not 


be where it is, or where it is not. If this is indiſpu- 


| table, then whether Mr. Whitefield is learned or not, 


is no argument for or againſt the matter under 
examination. But this Gentleman replies, Mr. 
Whitefield deſpiſes learning. I anſwer, no; Mr. 
Whitefield's notion of human learning is conſonant 
with the ſcripture ; for although he believes it 


| neither can make or prove a man to be a chriſtian ; 


yet he neither ſays or thinks all learning * ſuperflu- 
© ous lumber,” as this Writer inſinuates, with many 
other idle vagaries : In compariſon to which, I indeed 


allow that his playing at Backgammon is but an 


innocent diverſion. But notwithſtanding his pe- 


daantic rhapſody, that « ſpiritual furniture, which 


he ſneers at now, will be found invaluably precious 


| when the whole catalo ue of arts and ſciences, 
vainly enumerated by him (however uſeful in Civil 


life, yet if abuſed to the neglect of the other) will 
be found worſe than Lumber, and extort a more 


dolorous ery than that from dying Grotius, Viz, 


© Proh ! vitam perdidi, operoſe nihil agends !*'! * 15 
He next examines, page 29, the best am w. 


ledge of the Methodiſts and Mr. Whitefield, but 
with the prong Wing diſpoſition, and appears angry 
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that the Methodiſts will think of nothing, know 


nothing, or preach nothing but Jeſus Chrift : and 


therefore, ſays he, the Methodiſt is leaſt acquain- 
ted with the motions of his n heart.” A ſtrange 
concluſion, truly, from fuch premiſes! And, here 
he hath given us a ſcrap of Greek, leſt we ſhould 
ſuſpect that he hath been to the Univerſity, only to 


learn to ſcold, and play at backgammon: yet by 


this only ſcrap, and his manner of introducing it, 
-he ſeems to know more of the ancient Heathens 
than of the Evangeliſts, or he could not have ſepa- 


rated the knowledge of Chriſt from the knowledge 


of our own hearts. If the Methodiſts really deſire 
to know Chriſt, and him only, which he grants, 
then J will prove that they know their own hearts, 
better than thoſe who ſtudy the claflics and apply 
not to Chriſt. He that determines to know nothing 
but Chriſt Jeſus, owes that very determination to 
A thorough knowledge of his'own heart ; ; by which 
-he is convinced of his abſolute need of a Saviour: 
What but this made ſo many cry out. under one 
ſermon, Men and brethren, what ſhall we do?” 
Was it not a knowledge of themſelves, as the mur- 
gerers of Jeſus; for it is ſaid“ they were pricked 


« at the heart? Acts ii. 37. This is the caſe of 


every real Chriſtian mare or leſs; a ſight of them- 
ſelves and their want of Chriſt, is ſo ſtrong and 
affecting, chat all their powers are engaged in the 
ſuit of this object, until they are acquainted 
with him; and then all the other branches of lite- 
rature which they purſue and attain, are made to 
5 the intereſt of this one grand and important 
w, namely, the ul more ; enlarged viele of 
Jeſus Chriſt, 
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From the preceding, I hope, it is clear, even on 


our Author's conceſſions; that the Methodiſt hath 
the true knowledge both of the head and heart; for 
by having a clear perception of the inſufficiency of 
all meer human attainments, and the utter need of 
Chriſt in his heart, he is preſerved from any 
groundleſs conceits of his own wiſdom and good- 


neſs, and obtains a ſcriptural determination to know 


nothing but Chriſt, and depends on him in all his 


ſtudies and religious duties: and being thus furniſu- 
ed, he fruſtrates mY attempt to __ him an En- 
thuſiaſt. 

| Where does this Writer ends or ke 8 he 
prove that aſſertion, page 30, namely, © Inſpiration 
does not come by degrees, it is as perfect at firſt as 
ever after?” I ſee no reaſon for this in the nature 


of things; and I find to the contrary in' ſcripture, 


where inſpired perſons talk of growing in the 
knowledge of God, and” © ſtirring up their gifts, 
&c.“ But if we ſhould grant that extraordinary gifts 


are thus perfect, ſtill it is replied; the Methodiſts 


do not pretend to theſe gifts, nor can he prove 
they ever have pretended to ſuch things. By inſpi- 
ration, they mean no more than our church, when 
ſhe prays, * Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by 
© the inſpiration of thy holy Spirit. T bis prayer 
implies, that inſpiration is growing and increaſing 
continually; accordingly the Methodiſts uſe all 
proper religious ordinances for that purpoſe; and 
Mr. Whitefield is conſiſtent with himſelf, even 
where he ſays, that dropping a word of exhorta- 


tion, or attempting in a ſmall degree to explain 


na text of ſcripture, is a neceſſary preparation for 
; he future ſervice of the ſanctuary,” 


* 
3 


I cannot 
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I cannot but think alſo that Mr Whitefield's re- 
Beftions on the preſent method of forming divines 


are very juſt; but this Writer's repreſentation of 


them is much to the contrary ; for his prejudice muſt 
blind him, or he would perceive that what he ap- 
Plies, or rather ſtretches to the ſtudy of divinity, 
Mr. Whitefield confines to the aptneſs or habit of 
teaching, ar to exerciſing them as - preachers ; 


which, indeed, as our Author ſays, would come ; 


with an ill grace from Mr. Whitefield, if he was an 
advocate for that inſpiration which he labours to 
make his readers believe he is. But as I hope it is 
proved that he neither claims or pleads for its ne- 
ceſſity, what Mr. Whitefield here advances con- 
cerning the inſtruction of youth for the. nuiniſtry, 
is a further proof, that he is no advocate for that 


inſpiration palmed on him; and of this nen | 


admirable talent at miſrepreſentation. . 

© Methodiſm,* he proceeds, page 31, is 32 aan 
© or myſtery contrary to all others, it begins where 
they end. But let him lay aſide declamation and 
look at facts; are not thoſe of the Clergy, who are 


ſtigmatized as Methodiſts, evident proofs of his ma- 


levolence? Where are thoſe among their brethren, 
who acquit themſelves better, either as orators or 
divines? By orators I mean not a vain parade of 
high-flown eloquence, which makes the audience 


Rare, and admire what they cannot underſtand; 


but a plain, intelligent, affectionate addreſs,” which 
neither diſguſts the wiſeſt, nor baffles the moſt ig- 
norant mind. By divines I mean, not ſuch as en- 
tertain their hearers with dull, dry - laboured ha- 
rangues,  ſayouring more of Heathen Philoſophy 

um of the Goſpel, of Chriſt; but good textuaries, 


; well 


Feet 
well acquainted with the grace, word, and ſpirit 
of their Maſter; and who act as the ambaſſadors of 

Jeſus, with a cordial remembrance of his name, 
and a warm regard to his intereſt. Such Divines 
our Author may juſtly term 4 maſters of their buſi- 
© nefs.* but if all brought up at Oxford were to be 
ſet aſide, who came not up to his ſtandard, we 
ihonld::thaye abundance of churches ſhut up, and 
the dunces muſt; return again, not to learn Back- 
gammon, but their Bibles; and how can things be 
amerwiſe, when few tutors ever exerciſe their pupils 
in divinity-? and | when a hundred inftances might 
be produced, of pupils who in their four years never 
received a ſingle lecture on iy: 7 O'P ee 
O Mores [ 1 

In his 32d page, chi an VIEW on to con- 
ſider the ſubject matter of the Methodifts ſermons, 
premiſing thus, If they preach by a ſupernatural 
© affiſtance or a divine influence, they muſt ſpeak as 
© never man ſpake, and as the oracles of Gad, the 
© expoſition equal to the text. &c.”* I anſwer, as 
he cannot prove that Mr. Whitefield ſuppoſes him- 
ſelf to be inſpired in an extraordinary manner; if 
what he here advances is grounded on that ſuppo- 
ſition, it is to no purpoſe; but if he means the 
common gifts of the Spirit, as he ſeems to do, by 
dropping the term extraordinary, and aſſuming 
that of ſupernatural or a divine influence; and 
by ſuch a way of reaſoning would overthrow all 
pretenſions to divine influence in our days; I would 
aſk him, Why this ſtraining of points? cannot God 
make good his promiſes to his church and minifters, 
in ſending down, as we pray, on our _ g 


5 and Curates, and all their congregations, che 
| _ © health- 


_ L 41 J. 
© healthful Spirit of his grace, and pouring on 
them the continual dew of his  blefling e 
out doing ſuch © great marvels,” as muſt neceſſarily 
imply a plenary inſpiration ? Does his being with 
them to the end of the world, intend that all they 
ſay or pray, ſhall be thus divine? Does our church 
by inſpiration, mean that the Spirit of God ſhall 
abſolutely ſuperintend every thought, word and 
deed? nay, does not God by his Spirit conſtantly 
influence his people to holineſs, and yet theſe peo- 
ple pretend not to live without finning ? And does 
not St. John affirm, ** Truly our fellowſhip is with 
de the Father, and with his Son Chriſt Jeſus,” and 
yet alſo ſay, „If we ſay we have no ſin, we de- 
“ ceive ourſelves?” Wherefore if the influence of 
God's grace in our lives does not intend an abſolute 
freedom from ſin or imperfection, why may not the 
Methodiſts and others of God's miniſters and peo- 
ple, have divine and ſupernatural aſſiſtance in pray- 
ing and preaching, and yet not pretend to an abſo- 
lute freedom from error in judgment or expreſſion? 
I believe this Examiner will be puzzled to _- 
ſufficient reaſon to the contrary. 

Why then ſhould theſe © off-hand bark: 8 
he calls them, be meer enthuſiaſtic rant, a wild 
© rhapſody of nonſence, the foam of an overheated 
imagination? &c. Is there no medium between 
enthuſiaſm and perfection? Will any, but ſuchfas 
he, conclude, that if the Methodiſts are not Apoſtles 
they muſt be Fools or Madmen ? Are not ſuch epi- 
thets, and is not ſuch reaſoning better ſuited to the 
latitude of Billinſgate than Oxford ? | 

But why this contempt of extempore eb 
May not a man talk as rational in a pulpit as at the 
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bar and in the ſenate? may not a perſon expreſs his 


thoughts on divinity. with equal preciſion as on law, 
politics? &c. Is not a little zeal and an expreſſive 
action as becoming in a church as on the ſtage ? 


Why muſt all ardour be ridiculed in our churches, 


where eternal concerns are tranſacting, and be ap- 
plauded where almoſt the only intention is inte- 
reſt or diverſion? 

But again, wherefore, or how does he prove theſe 
men © deceivers, and what © inextricable ruin do 
they lead their hearers into ? does their preaching 
© off-hand' imply this? If fo, the Clergy of all other 
churches are doing the ſame, for I know of none 


that are indulged to carry written or printed ſer- 


mons into their pulpits but our own : And indeed, 
however good the intention of our venerable Fathers 


Was, I cannot but look on this indulgence as the 


origin of our miſchiefs in the church; it ſtops all 
induſtry, and is the pillow of idleneſs. This per- 
miſſion hath brought ſwarms of young men into our 
pulpits, who, from ſome defect in mind, utterance 
or fortune, were deemed unfit for any thing elſe; 
and who, if they had been obliged to ſtudy their 
ſermons, and deliver them unwritten, would have 
trembled at the toil, and ſought callings better 
ſuited to their abilities. 


In his 34th Page, this Writer pours forth all his 


heart, and imagining he, hath the poor Methodiſt 
at his mercy, he redoubles his blows, and repeats 


bis inſults, until he thinks he hath ſo chaſtiſed him, 


28 to deter any others from being guilty of his blaſ- 


. phemous. crimes. His intention is to examine their 


» Prayers, 25. he before had done their preaching ; 
and begins thus, But theſe ſpuings of the heart 


* upon 


[ 43 ] 
© upon the people, in unconcocted diſcourſes, how- 
© ever abſurd and ridiculous i in themſclves, are to- 


lerable in compariſon to your extempore prayers 


£ to the Deity, &c.“ But, paſſing over his great 
indelicacy of expreſſion in this quotation, who told 


him that the Methodiſts do not conceive their pray- 


ers? And if they do not, what ſcripture-of reaſon 
hath he to oppoſe them? As to ſcripture,” this Oxo- 
nian never being expelled, it cannot be thought he 
ever ſtudied that book to his hurt. However if he 
hath not ſcripture, he ſeems to think that he hath 
manufactured ſuch an argument from reaſon and the 
- analogy of things, that the Methodiſts, and all others 
who uſe free prayer, muſt from henceforth conform 
to the liturgy, or call a general council to agree 
on ſome other, = before he introduces this doubty 
argument ſays, If indeed it was given to you, as 
© it was to the apoſtles, ' what to ſay at the very in- 
© ſtant you have need of it, then you would do well to 
take no thought concerning it, &c.“ But does he 
think the Apoſtles had ſuch a perpetual inſpiration ? 
or if they had; were their prayers faultleſsly. accu- 
rate? or if they were, does he imagine they were 
accepted at all on that account? Let him reflect 
- little on theſe queſtions, and then I would aſk 
him, whether there is any particular command or 
preſeript for a form of prayer in the word of God? 
or any abſolute intimation of the anger of God 
againſt extempore praying? If not, whether it is 
likely, or poſſible, that if extempore prayer was ſo 
hateful to God, it would not have been prohibited 
in a poſitive manner? If he produces the Lord's 
prayer as a form to be uſed, it is plain he reaſons 
- againſt our eſtabliſhed liturgy ; for by his arguing, 
pore rh no right to uſe any other than that 
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form; and the Methodiſts are as juſtifiable in uſing 
extempore prayer with that form, as the church is 
in enjoining other forms with as Lord's prayer. If 
he replies, we are to uſe no vain repetitions,” let 
him remember the repetitions in our liturgy and in 
the garden of Gethſemane, and he may find that all 
_ repetitions are not vain. If he object againſt * much 
< ſpeaking,” let him notice the words, Who think 
„ to be heard, and if he can make out that the 
Methodiſts uſe © vain repetitions, or is ſo ſagacious 
as to know, they think to be heard for their much 
< ſpeaking,” then he may ſcripturally cenſure them. 
But methinks I hear him ſay, * My analogy be- 
© tween our manner of addrefling an earthly ſove- 
© reign, and what is due to the King of heaven, 
© muſt be admitted reaſonable and concluſive.” But 
to me this argument appears to the laſt degree con- 
temptible, as does the analogy prepoſterous, almoſt 
to impiety. But take his words, When our ne- 
s ceffities move us to preſent our petitions to an 
« earthly ſovereign, we think well upon the ſub- 
* {tance of it before hand, and take pains to draw it 
© up in the beſt form poſſible ; we ſhew it likewiſe 
© to better judges than ourſelves to reviſe it, and fee 
© that every thing be exprefled in the moſt correct 
| | © and elegant manner, and we de iver it with all the 
W | * devotion of an indigent ſuitor. And fhall we take 
®K | £ leſs pains in digeſting, &c?'—*< But,” continues he, 
| © to addreſs God in ſuch a futile and puerile man- 
ner, as any would be aſhamed to accoſt the mean- 
© eſt of his fellow - creatures, hath ſomething ſo 
* ſhocking in it, that it ſeems to border nearly on 
* blaſphemy: Surely ſuch prayers muſt. be abomi- 
* nable to the Lord, and every ſerious ſenſible Per- | 
- ſon muſt tremble at the * of joining in 


[4] 
them, leſt the vengeance of an affronted Deity 
c ſhould fall on his head.“ It is remarkable that 
this Gentleman hath not mentioned the heart, or 
ſincerity, in all he hath advanced on this W 
ſubject. But let him anſwer nme. 
1 this earthly ſovereign acquainted with the an- 6 
cerity of his ſuitors? Can he feel, or poſſibly know 5 
the inward motions of the ſoul? Is he endowed with 
ſympathy, juſtice, and mercy at all times? Hath he | 
condeſcenſion, patience, and unbounded grace and 
, love? If he hath not, (and the beft have any of 
theſe. qualities but in an imperfect degree, and the 
moſt part, the direct contrary) then it is needful 
for the moſt ſincere and injured ſubject to go 
through all the forms of the levee, in order that he 1 
may touch with his humble and complaiſant man- 
ner, ſome one of his ſovereign's good qualities; or 
leaſt by his want of thoſe ceremonies, however juſt | 
his cauſe may be, he ſhould affront his vengeful 
Lord. But as the King of Heaven hath all the | 
forementioned perfections, and many others, beyond 
all conceivable degrees, how injurious and ineligible 
to draw a parallel in this caſe If correctneſs and 
elegance of ſpeech, which are but external things, 
are ſo eſſential to prayer, I would aſk him if a fine 
ſuit of clothes and a polite addreſs are not equally - | 
as eſſential? And whether he does not take particu- 
lar care, every Sunday at leaſt, to decorate himſelf 
qwhen he attends the levee of this moſt correct and 
elegant God, of his own brain ; for he may be cer- 
tain no ſuch God, as ne, reighs on earth 
or in heaven? | 
If this Gentleman's reaſoning be juſt, how many : 
thouſands of poor perſons. muſt be excluded from 
addreſling the throne of grace? For they are inca- | 
pable 
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pable of compoſing correct forms of prayer, nor can 
they afford money to buy ſuch; and ſtill more, 
would be incapable of reading them, if they could 
procure ſome friendly hand to Wer for them. 
Cruelty with a witneſs! 

Correct and elegant manner ! Really this part 
of our Author's letter gives me the greateſt emotion, 
O mifapplication of words! We alſo, ſays he, 
© ſhew our petitions to better judges than ourſelves 
© to be reviſed, &c,* Is not this ſome Jeſuit i in diſ- 
guiſe? Is not this a hint in favour of the triple 
crown? To induce us to adopt the Papiſts method, 
to addreſs the ſaints or angels, and not to ruſh bold- 
ly to the throne of grace? Who, I marvel, is the 
favourite Saint of this Gentleman, that negotiates 
his affairs for him in heaven? Doubtleſs ſome ſuch 
a one as the Genius of Oxford, for none but one 
well ſkilled in academical accuracy and correcunels 
could pleaſe him. 

But, ſeriouſly, my friend, what an account of the 
important duty of prayer is here! What a warm 
churchman is this! Who diſregards ſeripture, abu- 
ſes reaion, and tramples on humanity and charity in 
her defence! while ſhe, indignant, renounces him 
as a friend, and ſcorns his officiouſneſs. I know 
you, as well as myſelf, are no enemy to the eſtabliſhed 
form of prayer, but eſteem it as a maſter- piece of 

te kind, and join in it with great pleaſure, yet at 
the fine time think well of thoſe who uſe free 
3 and count them equally acceptable to God. 
e whole then comes to this iſſue, whether our 
prayers be ſhort or long, with a variety of ſentences, 
Vith repetitions, with a form or not, all, all are no- 
thing without the heart, and with the heart, all are ac- 
Speed. If the meaneſt Ruſtic ſtands up in a religious 
Society 
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Society and prays ſincerely and conſiſtently, 1 make | 
no doubt of his acceptance- equally with the moſt 
eloquent Collegian : Yet I think moſt proper for the 
benefit of the people, that ſuch as act in a public 
way, ſhould have the beſt abilities. And, indeed, 
this is the only uſe of abilities, namely, for the be- 
nefit of others, and t6 preſerve order in the church: 
But with reſpe& to the divine acceptance, I read of- 
continuing inſtant in prayer,” and © praying 
with the Spirit and underſtanding.” We are alſo 
commanded to pray evermore”—to ©* pray alway, 
* and not faint” — to © pray with all prayer and 
& ſupplication i in the Spirit, &c.” but not a word 
1 pray with accuracy and correctneſs. Let your 

© periods be ſhort and full. Take care to digeſt 

© your ſupplications, ſtudy your prayers, write them 
and have them reviſed before you preſume to pre- 
« ſent them, &c. 

From what has been ſaid on this ſubject, 1 hope 
the Methodiſt congregations, with thoſe of the Diſ- 
ſenters, will ſtand very eaſy in their places of wor- 
ſhip under extempore prayer, and not fear the ven- 
geance of heaven, nor all the © Gorgons, Hydra's 
and Chimeras dire, engendred by the chaotical fer- 
ment of this Gentleman's - © overheated imagina- 
© tion,” 

But beſides the fatisfaQtion I enjoy when j joining | 
in the ſervice of our church, I have another very 
great reaſon to eſteem this excellent work, namely, 
as it is a ſtanding rebuke to the perfdy and '1gno- 
rance of many of our Clergy. It is no uncommon 
thing to hear the deſk to contradiQ the pulpit, the 
man in white prays very demurely, and confeſſes 
very plainly, what the ſame perſon in black, abſo- 

Jutely denies and oppoſes : Which, When I * 3 

5 claſp 
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claſp the liturgy to my heart, as a precious legacy of 
the faith and piety of our Fathers, and which had we 
been without, we ſhould not only have been over-run 
with Arians, Socinians, Arminians and Formalifts, as 
now, but theſe Innovators would have pretended | 
that the church always was of their opinion, as 
many have the aſſurance to aſſert even now. The 
poor Methodiſts too would be brow- beat and de- 
- Prived of great part of their weapons, which now 
they ſo untemittingly uſe, to the infinite agen 
ang confuſion of their enemies. 
Our Author next proceeds to examine Mr. 
- Whitekeld on' the gifts of healing and prophecy, 
under the imaginary ſuppoſition that he pretends to 


them. But becauſe he is conſcious the Methodiſts 


have given no handle for an accuſation, he meanly 
- ſuggeſts that they have tried their abilities in pri- 
vate, and then falls on the Reverend Mr. Weſley in 
his abuſive manner, ridiculing that means (namely, 
his electrifying machine) which in a medicinal way 


- hath been ſo ſalutary to many; and this for no other 
poſſible reaſon than becauſe it is in a Methodiſt 


meeting; but conſequently it muſt be (ſpeaking in 
the Oxford dialect) Methodiſtically inclined, and 
. ought to be cenſured, if not expelled. 
He further ſays that Mr. Weſley, in ſome of his 

-< writings, vaunts of ſome cures that he hath per- 
formed through the availment of his prayers,” then 
adds, It is impoſſible to diſprove facts where the 
* circumſtances are unknown, but ſhould it be ſup- 
< poſed that a ſick man recovered his health, at, or 
after his praying over him, yet this does not prove 


the connection between his. prayers and the cure 


© No, leſt any bigoted perſon ſhould think it did, 
5 kear his wiſe ſuppoſitions, namely, the diſtemper 
© might 


+: 9 
c might come about this time to a criſis,” and c na- 
© ture or medicine might have expelled it.” Un- 
doubtedly they might, or he might have added, 
Mr. Weſley probably cured the ſick perſon through” p 
<< Bcelzebub the prince of the devils For if a 
Methodiſt is in a healing affair, a criſis, nature, me- 
dicine, or even a devil, muſt be called j in, for as the 
wag wrote, Hic Deus nihil fecit.“ But after all 
his malevolent ſuppoſitions, it is a truth even in this 
age (without pretending to miracles) that (the 
40 effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avail- 
e eth much,” James v. 16. and he cannot prove 
Mr. Weſley an- unrighteous man, although, he calls 
him an Arch-Methodiſt. 

He advances in bis 37th page, to try the Metho- 
diſts, by the gift of prophecy, but here alſo he hath 
little to ſay ; yet the little he doth ſay, is in the odd 
ſtrain of miſrepreſentation; ; for what he is pleaſed 
to call prophecies, are but the rational deductions 
of Mr. Whitefield's mind from conſidering the 
ways of God ts men. Thus ſays Mr. Whitefield, 
If ſuch unſcriptural methods of f Hopping the en- 
< thuſiaſm be purſued further, it will only be like 
© cutting off the Lyrnean head; inſtead of one, an g 
© hundred will ſpring, up.” But to prove that Mr, 
Whitefield is inconfiſtent with himſelf, he quotes 
en paſſage, namely, If they bs but a little 

« patierice until a few old weary heads are laid in 
© the ſilent grave, theſe uncommon meteors, theſe 
N field-phenomenas, that ſeldom appear in the lati- 
„ tude of England ſcarce” above once in a century, | 
© without the help o any coercive means, will of 
„ theinſelves ſoon diſappear.” But who does not 
ſee the different views' of Mr. Whitefield, and his 
confiltticy in theſe quotations ? The firſt is found- | | 
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ed on the old primitive proverb, namely, The 
© blood of the Martyrs is the ſecd of the church. | 
Wherever true religion is oppoſed, it generally gains 
ground. The other quotation reſpects Field-Preach- 
ers only, or is founded on a contrary ſuppoſition with 
the former, and is ſuppoſed to have a contrary effect, 
either of which is conſiſtent and very probable. =_ 

He next examines Mr. Whitehcld on the gift of 
tongues ; but as not any Methodiſt ever Ka 
to it, it is all impertinent ; and his deſcending 
through four pages to criticiſe on his orthography, 
is meer cavil, and might be retorted from his own 
Letter, if worth while; but his inſinuation that Mr. 
Whitefield, from his great“ ſpiritual experiences, 
as he terms it, diſregards all academical ſtudies, is 
worſe than cavil or impertinence; it is ſlander; and 
is ſo proved, by the regard Mr. Weſley and Mr. 
Whitefield. have publicly ſhewed to learning, by 
erecting ſchools for inſtructing youth in literature, 
as well as for religious improvements. 

This Writer having thus, as he thinks, fully 
proved that Mr. Whitefield, "through. his Letter, 
pretends to extraordinary powers of the Spirit, bg 
then examined and expoſed theſe pretenſions as falſe 
he begs leave in his 43d page to expoſtulate . 
him in 1 his Methodiſtica conduct, but premiſes thus, 
namely, You had, it ſeems, your education in the 
* Univerſity of Oxford, where alſo you ay, . It 
« was Your Happineſs to receive at the fam 6 place . 
o che witneſs of the Spirit of Goll i in your aka ' 
6 : By, which, I ſuppoſe, you mean that there vou 

) was, admitted into holy orders, and commenced | 
0 Nebst, But is not t is. the ſuppoſiti ition 92 
igporance or worſe ? How, could he commence Me- 


e when, no due s e e 


g 1511 
: Su ate, may know, that then te Comm end » 
real Chriſtian ;- and ſoon after, the Members f 
that Univerlity, as a teltimony of their learpifig 
and piety, hovoured him with the name of Me- 
thodiſt. | 


© Ghoſt, and was inwardly moved at you ir ordina- 
tion by this holy Spirit, Was you not a alſo moved 
by the ſame Spirit, to promiſe that you yrs 
© adminiſtet the holy facraments. according to 


< forms of the Church of England? And "ai you 


« not likewiſe vow at the ſame time that you would 
© behave reverently to, and ſubmiſliyely . your 
f Ordinary, and the governors of the Church? If 

© you was then moved by the Spirit of God to make 
< this promiſe and vow, by: what ſpirit have you 


+ been ſince led wantonly to violate them both? 


Should you therefore, &c.“ But let this Gentle- 
man take notice, that no man at his ordination ſays 
he is moved by the Spirit of God, but to take on 
him * the miniſtry of the goſpel; and promiſes to be 
obedient to Governors in all lawful commands only. 
If, therefore, Mr. Whitefield was not ſuffered to 


preach in the churches, and yet was moved to 


preach, what muſt he do, obey God, or man? As 
to any irregularity in adminiſtring the ſacraments, 
I wiſh there had not been occaſion for cenſure here, 
becauſe I think the communion - ſervice of our 
church is moſt ardent, ſolemn and excellent, in all 
reſpects; no excuſe can be rendered for Mr. White- 
field's departing from the form, but the multitude 
of his communicants, which may ſometimes render 


it impracticable. But as to any diſobedience to 


| ſuperiots, their endeavours to filence him, were a 


greater infringement of the diſcipline of the church 
G 2 than 


He proceeds, c If you | there receiyed \ tlie Holy | 


| 
| 
| 


; 52 
1 than his pretended diſobedience was criminal. Ig 
1 ſhort, I think he ſtood in the ſame predicament with 
= Cranmer, Ridley, &c. with reſpect to his promiſe 
IF to his ſuperiors ; for theſe noble reformers had taken 
vows, &c. to be obedient to eccleſiaſtical Gover- 
nors, which it is our great happineſs they ſaw them- 
ſelyes not obliged to perform. But this Writer 
= ſeems to be of a very ductile temper, and would not 
dare to diſobey ſhould Mr. Vice-Chancellor and the 
Heads of Houſes take another ſtride or two towards 
a reconciliation with Mother Church. 
Our Author, in his 43d page, having ſuppoſed 
Mr. Whitefield aſking him wherein he had acted 
irregularly and diſorderly ? replies, I will tell you 


1 : © ina very plain and free manner,” _Doubtleſs, for 
| there is no danger in fo doing. 


© It is irregular and diſorderly in you to admi- 
© niſter the ſacraments contrary to the rites and 
© ceremonies of the Church of England, &c.” It 
may be irregular, but, as ſhewn aboye, it is not 
ſinful. | 
II It is irregular and diſorderly to fly in the faces 
w of biſhops and eccleſiaſtical rulers, &c.“ He may 
have been irregular here alſo, but not guilty of fin, 
for wo to him if he preached not the goſpel.. 
Again, ſays our Author, It is irregulzr and 
* Ciſorderly to foment ſchiſms and diviſions in the 
c church, to ſeparate yourſelf from its communion, 
c to erect conventicles and ſeduce weak brethren 
4 
> 
c 
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into them, through: aſſurances of conducting them 

in a ſhorter and ſurer way to heaven: and do you 

call this filling the pews of the churches, crouding 
: her communion-tables, and recommending a fre- 


* quent and conſtant devout attendance on her pub- 
c lic offices? 


„ „„ 


; | rag Thig 
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This is a heavy chi, and if true, is not. 
irregular and diſorderly, but very ſinful ; let us 
therefore examine it. To foment ſchiſms and divi- 
ſions in a church, is to teach contrary to the doc- 
trine and diſcipline of that church, in order to draw 
perſons away and make them ſeparate from her com- 
munion. Does Mr. Whitefield do this? Are his 
doctrines contrary to, or are they not exactly agree- 
able to the articles of the church? That they are 
the very doctrines of the church appears undeniable 
in that excellent pamphlet, entitled, Pietas Oxo- 
© nienſis.' Or does he teach any thing that de- 
praves the diſcipline or government of the church? 
Or rather does he not approve and follow it as far 
as circumſtances will permit? And does he not ad- 
viſe the members of the Eftabliſhment to keep to her 
communion ? And do not the Methodiſts in general 
meet out of what are called canonical hours, that 
every Member of the Church may have an opportu- 
nity of attending her ſervice? If theſe things are 
true, as muſt be granted, then this part of our Au- 
thor's accuſation i is ſlanderous. 

As to a ſhorter or ſurer way to heaven,” Mr, 
Whiteheld pretends to know and teach no other 
than what is found in our Articles and Homilies. 
Preaching this old way, and recommending a con- 
ſtant devout attendance on her public ſervices, hath 
filled the pews, and crouded her communion- tables, 
to a degree beyond the power of malevolence. and 

ophiſtry to confute: No, this Expoſtulator may 

certain that theſe are facts, which in their cir- 

6 cumſtances are alſo well known, and which he 
may gnaſh his teeth at and vilify, but never will be 
able to diſprove. In the circle of. my acquaintance 
| is . as it is in the Metropolis, and 
| various 
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Various parts of the kingdom. There have been evi- 


dent changes in the temper and manners of whole 
towns, &c. where thoſe deſpiſed miniſters of Chriſt 


have laboured, fo that the cavilling Rector, &c. 
| hath been almoſt-obliged to believe the work to be 
-of God, when he hath ſeen the pews of his church 


filled with their one ſabbath-breaking maſters, and 


the communion⸗ table ſurrounded with thoſe ſame 


pariſhioners who in time paſt turned their back to 
all his exhortations. And all this, theſe perſons 
will own to be done by the miniſtry of thoſe, who 
in deriſion the world calls Methodiſts, Fanatics, &c. 
'Thoſe houſes from whence reſounded the ſong of- 
the drunkard, the ignorant, or profane; thoſe fami- 


lies in which were heard little elſe than the noiſe of 


curſing, uneaſineſs and mutual contention ; or, in 
reſpe& to family-religion there was the criminal 
ſilence of ignorance and blockiſh ſtupidity, now theſe 
reſound with the praiſes of God, are filled with holy 

converſation and heavenly peace, and regulated with 


a warm regard to a conſtant morning and evening 


correſpondence with Heaven. The once careleſs 
Father, and vain Mother, are become prieſts i in their 
family; and card-tables, &c. are baniſhed, to make 
room for the altar of their long forgotten and much 
injured God and Saviour. The warmth of their 
ſongs and devout prayers have been heard in the 
ſtreets, and laughed at by thoſe who were not 
aſhamed to blaſpheme God in any company ; but 


never ſo far deviated from being ſound churchmen 


as to © ſing pſalms and pray in private houſes,” 
What can this Writer ſay to theſe things? Will 

he continue to oppoſe theſe facts with the vulgar, 

noiſy and ſenſeleſs Halloo of Fanatic, Enthuſiaſt, &c? 


If he will, I would deſire him once more to conſider ; 


dg 
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do not theſe people walk as uprightly as any of their 
neighbours? And may he not by his own conteſ-/ 
ſions juſtly ſuppoſe them to be influenced by the 
Spirit of God? How can he tell then but that in 
treating them thus he may be vilifying the temples. 
of God? Did he ever expoſtulate with his om 
heart in the following manner? namely, ſuppoſing theſe 
people be deluded, yet as they appear religious, and 
run not into any exceſs of riot; as they in worldly 
concerns manage as well as others, and are ſober, 
uſeful members of Society, it cannot be right or rea- 
ſonable to treat them as enemies to mankind, or to 
hoot at them as the mark of public ſcorn and con 
tempt ;. eſpecially as the religion I profeſs does not 
allow of ſuch treatment to the worſt of enemies. 
But on the contrary (this Gentleman might further 
reflect) ſuppoſing they ſhould really be what they 
profeſs, namely, bleſſed with. the influences of God's. 
Spirit, enjoying the pardon. of their ſins, and feeling 
the love of God ſhed abroad in their hearts; if they. 
ſhould be ſome of the truly religious, and they do 
not pretend to be the only ſuch; if they ſhould be 
of the number of thoſe little-ones who believe in 
Chriſt, and are members indeed of. ©* his body, af 
< his fleſh, and of his bones; and I dare not affirm; 
they. are not: Then how inexcuſable am I, thus 
wantonly and for no reaſon or perſonal provocation, 
to offend, them; thus to kick againſt the pricks, 
by endeavouring all in my power to deprive them 
of their reaſon, religion and reputation, and hold 
them up as a laughing -ſtocæ to an irreligious worlds 
by this means joining my learned acquiſitions to e 
intereſt of the grand adverſary of God and mans. 
perſecuting that Jeſus whom I call my Saviour, and 
N up my daring hand againſt God. N | 
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this Gentleman thus commune with his own hearty 
Fbelieve he hath reaſon enough to conclude with 


Gamaliel, and with a late worthy Arch-Biſhop, (as 
Thave been informed) when coriſulted in this very 


caſe, namely, that it is beſt to refrain from oy Ry 


©: men and let them alone, &<c,” 


Again, ſays our Author, It is irregular and diſor- | 


<*derly- to alienate the affections of the people from 
their parochial clergy, by exalting yourſelves "and 
p affecting a greater degree of ſanctity, and by pull- 
ing them down, and by ſtigmatizing them for dead 
«; formaliſts, proud ſelf-righteous bigots, whoſe prac- 
<.tices give the lie to their'precepts, and who ſeek the 
fleece and not the —_— yu Jun r | 
and not Jeſus Chriſt.” | 
I believe no Clergyman 1 aRted in hath 


' hath ever had reaſon to complain in this reſpecl. 


Thoſe who preach the doctrines contained in our 
Articles, &c. it is plain have full churches and warm 
affections from their people in general; ; and thoſe 
who do not preach them are not W of 2977 on 


tion from their pariſhioners, 


The Methodiſt miniſters or people do not affect 


more ſanctity than Chriſtians ought always more 


than to affect. And as to theſe epithets, namely, 
Dead formaliſts, &c.” they are too true of many 
of dur Clergy; and the Methodiſts ſpeak it with 
concern, not as a matter of triumph; and thus there 
is neither ſin, irregularity, or diſorder, in faying 
there are ſuch perſons in the church, and ſome of 


worſe characters; but it is rather irregularity in 


them thus to act, and in their ſuperiors not to cen- 
ſure and ſuſpend them according to the laws of the 


church. But as they are far from being Methodiſts, 
wy may be Arians, Socinians, or Deiſts ; they may 


dance, 


[5] 


dance, ſwear, game, get drunk, and then fall aſleep 
in the polluted boſom of the church, and ſeldom 


find any to diſturb or rebuke them; ſeldom, I fay, 


| becauſe I am informed there is a Biſhop i in the Weſt 


of England, who hath lately acted noblyin this reſpect, 


thus ſhewing himſelf. © a workman that need not be 


<© aſhamed.” Regardleſs of what people might think 
or ſay of him, he hath executed ſuch puniſhments on 
his. diſſolute Clergy as their crimes. merited, and 
courageouſly ſhewed himſelf a patron of virtue and 


the ſcourge of vice. 


He proceeds, page 45, © It is ſomething more 
than irregular and diſorderly to ftile yourſelves 
the only goſpel-miniſters, choſen veſſels, elect, 


&ä.“ As all this is ny oil this may be 
_ termed officious lying. 


Again, he ſays, © Laftly, it is a \ fign of a diſor- ö 


dered head and a diſturbed mind to attribute the 
wild tranſports of a frantic zeal, and the ebulli- 


( tions of an over · heated. imagination to the influen- 


ces of God's holy Spirit, &c.“ This, I hope, is 


| ſufficiently refuted above. And as to what concerns 


the expulſion of the ſix young men, I ſhall refer my 


Friend to the Conteſt between the Author of Pietas 
Oxonienſis and Dr. Nowell. 


Having referred you to theſe writers, 1 ſhall trou- 


ble you with a few. remarks on the remainder of this 


# 


Letter. F irſt, it is very obſervable with what par- 
ticularity and ſatisfaction this Writer quotes that ſta- 


tute of Charles the ſecond, againſt illicit conventi- 


cles, in his 51, 52 and 53d pages; and on the 
contrary, with what chagrin he ſeems to mention 


the act of toleration, the reading of Which pages, by 


2 perſon who values his liberty as an Engliſhman 
. a r RINY fire him nien, jult indigna- 


0 E H i. SSH) | tion, 
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tion, and oblige him to exclaim : May ſuch laws 


when it paſſed, it cannot be quoted or hinted -in 
" theſe days and in the preſent caſe without impeach- 
ing the Author's underſtanding and charity, and 


for meeting to worſhip God according to their con- 
leiences, unleſs they be licenſed or regiſtered, does 
fore God? Surely not: Would this Gentleman then 
the only intention of meeting together was for di- 


vine worſhip? I never could have imagined it, even 
of this Author, had he not N pe of b who. 


1 


te 2 be. e 


die and rot with their makers, which endeavour to 
enſlave mankind and bay: bands where they never 
were intended! 


Whatever was intended Wy the Conrenticle 44 


much leſs pleaded in a court of judicature. For 
ſuppoſing it may be law to puniſh any Proteſtants. 
that regiſtering make them more or leſs criminal be- 


account them criminal and purſue them on that op- 
preſſive act to fine and impriſonment, when he knew 


have done much worſe. | | 
Is it poſſible in this inlightened age, in this wo 

| happy and free nation, and at the chief ſeat of litera- 

rature, there ſhould: be found thoſe who arraign and 

puniſh on the conventicle act! One would have 


imagined, if the Toleration Act had any who at this 


time were diſaffected to its truly Britiſh and Chriſtian 
Split, they would have been found in ſome very ob- 
* ſcure corner of the land, where Popery ſkulked 
ſince the reformation, or where the old ſpirit, of 
the Charles's, namely, ignorance and intollerance 
ſought a refuge for its hated head. But, O amazing 
it is found not only lurking, but ruling, trying, and 


, © executing ſpenal power in the very chair of the ſci- 


ences. Here religious darkneſs and error again ſhew 
their heads, for here ul hou ſes, &c. wherein per- 
ſons 


19] 


6 * meet to pray extempore or preach, to ſing. 
<-pſalms or'hymns, or to join in any 1 exere 
« ciſes, are deemed truly and properly illicit conven- 
©, ticles.” In ſhorts; to relate all of this, expulſion in | 
reſpect to the age, nation, perſons, church and place, 
— mm manner of r and 5 of 


total * a thouſand ek Lag - 1 
Ne x of braſs, and adamantine lungs... 


RIF 2 Lihall make in favour of the b | 
an in general, of whom this Gentleman ſpeaks 
in much the ſame diſdainful manner, as L have heard 
the Papiſts at Rome do of our Church, terming it 
the Weſtern Hereſy So this Writer, "freaking of 
the Diſſenters, ſays, © Some conventicles with their 
© teachers are permitted under certain reſtrictions, 
„by the act of the firſt of William and Mary. 
They are Co, indeed, but it is plain, not by His or 
Dr. Nowell's conſent, (who, cqpies this Author's 
words). But could theſe Gentlemen find us words 
leſs offenſive, by which to denominate this reſpe&- 
able body of the church and nation, than that of 
conventicle - worſhippers and teachers! ?“ Words, 
however harmleſs they may be in their etymology, 
yet are uſed by them in no good ſenſe. Before 1 

read this part of his work I did not think bim ſuch 
a complete bigot, imagining, however mad he Was 
againſt the Methodiſts, yet that the great abilities, | 
and the many able Writers and Champions for 
_ Chriſtianity, which have appeared among the Diſſen- 
ters, would have ſecured them from bis cenſure; 
hy he, en * e will e nei- 


ther 
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ther merit or uſefulneſs with any but thoſe £ who, 
< follow with him.” 

This Author's ſo frequently talking of © family, 
© honour, rank, &c.“ and branding the lower ſort, 
as in his 57th page, with the terms low, baſe, 
© Barbers, Coblers, &c.“ is well worthy reprehen- 
ſion, as it very ill becomes him who profeſſes a re- 
ligion, the divine Author of which wrought, it is 
probable, as a mechanic; and his firſt and moſt ſue- 
ceſsful miniſters were of the ſame mean callings. | 
And, indeed, I cannot find that our religion otyes 
any thing to Birth, Dignity or Rank, but its cor- 
ruptions. I have long learned that there is no mean- 
neſs but in vice, and nothing ridiculous but what is 
abſurd, as ſays o our Poet: * Ne. 
« Honour and ſhame from no indian rife,” 
© At well Four part, there all the honour lies. 

c Fortune in men has ſome fmall diff'rence — 


One flaunts in rags, one flutters in brocade. 
The Cobler apron'd, and the Parſon gown'd,. 
C The Fryar hooded, and the monarch crown'd. 


© What differ more ( you cry) than crown and cowl * 


« Pl tell you, Friend,—a wiſe man and a fool- 


8 You'll find when once the monarch acts the monk, 
Or cobler-like the parſon will be drunk. | 


4 Worth makes the Man, and want of it the Fellow, | 
« The reſt, —is all but * or oper 5 . 
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That fome of the lower class hi abilities, Which 


if encouraged may be very uſeful both in chureh and 


ſtate, hath_ been confirmed by notable examples in 

every age, "wherefore then this ſtrain of abuſe?! And 

why this abſolute excluſion from any hope of im- 
prorement 
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provement of their ſituation ? However elevated this 
Gentleman himſelf may be in reſpect to F amily, 
Dignity, &c. he hath ſhewn in this publication a 
meanneſs of ſoul, a narrowneſs of ſpirit, and an illi- 
beral vein of abuſe that would diſgrace the loweſt of 
thoſe Mechanics whom he affects to deſpiſe,” **: 
This Author's comparing Dr. Dixon to Jero- 
| boam, and his other malevolent ſuppoſitions con- 
cerning him, with his deſire that © this Head may 
© be amputated with the members,” is all of a piece 
with the former part of his Letter, namely, of a'pe- 
nuine Papiſt, Smithfield Spirit, and well worthy an 
Oxonian in the year fixty-eight. His prophecy in 
caſe Dr. Dixon ſhould be thus puniſhed” is indeed 
remarkable, namely, He would anſwer for it, there 
£ would never ſpring up ſuch another.“ What he 
grounds this confidence on is not eaſy to know, un- 
Jeſs it be ſuch a text of ſcripture as this: © Not 
45 many wiſe men after the fleſh—not nay noble 
« are called,” 1 Cor. i. 26. 

Why does this Author talk fo wa about rank 
and fortune, &c. when it muſt appear to all the 
World that this was only a feigned reaſon” for the 
expulſion of the ſix ſtudents? And his abuſe of 'Dr. 
Dixon for admitting them on that account is equal- 
17 abſurd with the reſt of his pamphlet. One of the 
alle ſtudents was àa man of independent fortune, 
vet this did not ſecure him from expulſion. Some, 
if not all the others, were of reputable families, and 
much ſuperior to ſome who were admitted as evi- 
dences againſt them. Are there none but perſons 
of rank and fortune admitted into the Univerſity ? 
bo the Writer but ſtep acroſs the lane to the next 

llege, and examine from the Provoſt to the junior 
ib how many of Birth and Rank be can find 


among 
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among them? and then bluſh. at having brought this 


charge againſt the Doctor. As to their being main- 
tained at College by the liberality of others, is this 
an unheard-of thing? How many hundreds would 
not be able to maintain themſelves there, was it not 
for the piety of our Anceſtors, in founding fellow- 
ſhips, ſchglarſhjps. and exhibitions? And is it a 
greater crime to be ſupported by living than by dead 

perſons ? Or are there none but theſe expelled. ſtu- 
dents who are ſupported by living charity? Why 
_ then: axe they not expelled, left they alſo ſhould be 
e: 5*-prieſts of the high places?” The World 
as not ſo blind as this Author thinks it; nor will 
acquit him ot che Univerſity of partiality. Notwith- 
Kanding the odium he ſtriyes to throw on Pr. Dix- 
on his conduct is admired by all that ſee it. - This 
Author and others would be glad to find ſome charge 
againſt him, but they cannot. | 

In ſhort, if we muſt haye-2 Booby in the pulpit, 

what matters it whether he ſprang from an Earl or 
a Cobler f Or what good reaſon can this, man give 
hy we muſt be ſerved by Blockheads of Birth and 
Fortune: in preference to all others? And if the man 
436 the pulpit is found equal to his Office, who but 
-2:Nazarene or an Oxonian would be offended at his 
extraction, and cavilling exclaim, 85 is not this the 
eee dee Fanatic, or , ſee 

In his. 598; page this Author declares .* 15 is br 
* 2 upon the gocd old adage Ne ſutor ultra 
<+'crepidarh z* but if he had, he never ought to have 
wrote this Letter, for he is very little ac: quainted | 
with his ſubject. He hath indeed heard or read 
-Gon+thing about the Methodiſts, perhaps he bath 


0 Biſhop Lavingtan's abu of he 8 
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* diffs and Papiſts compared, for he ſeems to know 
as, little of them as his Lordſhip did. Alſo-as I 
rake him for a Divine, (that is, an Oxford Divine, 
endowed with the * Pietas' Oxonienſis ) he muſt 
| | know ſomething of our church in the pecuniary 
way; but as to her doctrines, he is nearer Rome 
than England. He muſt alſo have heard of the Bi- 
ble; but in reſpect of entering into the merits of the 
© cauſe, he hath waded out ISO ad is loſt 
in bigotry and malevolence. | 
If, therefore, he be a Clergyman, 10110 adviſe 
him according to his own proverb, no longer to take 
the fleece from thoſe ſheep he ſeems incapable of 
feeding. with wholeſome foodz no longer to take the 
pay of a church whoſe cauſe he hath, in this Letter, 
betrayed; but procure ſome deſpiſed Methodiſt Cu- 
rate to diſcharge his duty for him. And if he be 2 
- Laic, I counſel him to, exert himſelf ſo as to kick 
from his back that diſciple of Ignatius Loyala, who 
rides and ſpurs him ſo hard, to endeavour to forget 
all he. learned, of a religious nature, at the Univer- 
ſity and then it is, probable he may awake from bis 
reverie, and become a humane, rational, and ſocial 
creature; 3 and 1 80 to live where wen enjoy 


8 come to bis laſt PAS this endes 
I — — from what hath been ſald, Whether Mr. 
._ Whiteheld can be in ſuch. danger of the tg 
Wrath (as he ſuppoſes him} only for a few irre 8 
n " rities in reſpect to church-ordet ? for ag t6 His 

| 2 ; and, morals, he cannot impeach thein fully. 


conſider What is advanced with reſpect to 
the 
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. the great work of God which hath by his and Mr. 
Weltey's 8 inſtrumentality run through our land, and 
let him conclude of his ſtate accordingly. Were 
. the divine of the moſt eminent rank that i is more 
honoured by his Maſter in this age? Who of them 
bath been the happy means of doing more good to 
the fouls of men than he? I know indeed, that this 
will be deemed mere cant and extravagance by many 
of our Clergy, and by none more than thoſe who 
labour leaſt; and in this reſpect they act ſomewhat 
conſiſtently, for if it ſhould be truth, it will be as a 
mine of. nitre to all their dignity, affluence and caſe. 
And that it is true, all their ingenious and laboured 
_ endeavours to evade its force does but confirm ; But 
ſo powerful is the charm of idleneſs and cuſtom, 
that they will not advert to this great rule, namely, 


© caring for ſouls, by which they will be judged, 
until 5 Lord, their abuſed maſter, comes to reckon 


with them, when it will be too late to , rectify this 
— Greadful miſtake. 
Let me live therefore among thoſe Clergy termed 
irregular. by their prejudiced brethren, but are in 
truth watchmen upon our walls, indefatigably vigi- 
lant to diſcover and diſtreſs the Foe, and rather than 
| be. ſurprized, nobly tranſgreſs the exact limits of 
their charge, for the common good of the church; 
while thoſe termed the regular Clergy, in "general 
content themſelves with putting on the habiliments 
of a_watchman, and then comfortably take a nap, 


regardleſs of what may happen either to themſelves 
or their betrayed charge. 


in anſwer to your requeſt, and hope it will appear to 
you that I have done the Author juſtice, ſhewed an 
9 mind, and given you BR But I 
cannot 
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cannot conclude my -Letter without making a few 
general obſervations. | 

Perhaps it may be thought that I have beit u 
ſevere upon the Eſtabliſhed Clergy i in general : And 
I acknowledge, whatever acrimony there is in the 
preceding, it is ſhewa towards men, who bear that 
ſacred character: Not that I condemn the whole for 
the crimes of a part; no, I honour many great 
names among them, notwithſtanding they may have 
no good opinion of the Methodiſts. Thoſe who are 
_ ſerious, act in character, eat not the bread of idle- 


neſs, but are always employed, if not in preaching, | 


yet in ſome uſeful ſtudies, for the benefit of chriftia- 
nity ; who appear grave and in earneſt in the diſ- 
charge of their ſacred functions; ; and who are can- 
did, humane, and forbearing to thoſe who do not 
follow with them in all things; ſuch Clergymen E 
highly eſteem, and deſire may be excepted from eve- 
ry ſevere reflection in this epiſtle; ; for although ſuch 
Gentlemen may not experience thoſe things of which 
we ſpeak, and which are inſiſted on in this Letter, 
yet they will not pertly oppoſe, but humbly offer 
their objections: ſuch men demand reverence from 
every experienced Chriſtian. But thoſe who male- 
pertly oppoſe what they are not acquainted with, 
merit a cenſure and a ſevere one too. 
| To this it may be objected, that the failings of 
theſe men ought, for the credit of their order, to be 
buried in qblivion., This objection would indeed 
have great weight were theſe failings only private 
crimes that had no influence on the public; but the 
caſe is far from being really ſo: for there is among 
our. Clergy (and thoſe not the meaneſt) a moſt bitter 
and intolerant Spirit, which hath ſhewn its hateful 
head frequently on inis opportunities, but never 
| I appeared 


J 66 ] 
appeared ſo alarming as at a late extraordinary trial. 
By the word alarming g. I expreſs no fear for any 
Party or Sect, but for the cauſe of religion in gene- 
ral. My concern is not for Methodiſm, but real 
Chriſtianity, And I do not heſitate a moment to af- 
firm, that this Friend of mankind was wounded 
through the ſides of theſe young men and their 
friends in that peculiar affair. | 
But theſe Gentlemen, and every other of their 
ſpirit, while they ſo unreaſonably and inveterately 
_ oppoſe inward religion, wherever it declares itſelf 
among their brethren, or others, are furniſhing thoſe 
very brethren, the Methodiſts in general, and every 
other real Chriſtian, with an argument againſt them- 
ſelyes, which they leaſt intend; and thus are con- 
firming what they would gladly overthrow ; Far 
theſe hated brethren, all real Methodiſts, with all 
true Chriſtians in the World, not only believe from 
(God's word, but experience in themſelves that © thg 
< carnal mind is enmity againſt God, for it is not 
£6 ſubject to the Jaw of God, neither indeed can be,” 
Rom. viii. 7. And this faith and experience are the 
foundation of what the World hath always called 
Enthuſiaſm, &c. Now what more effectual argu- 
ment of an external nature in favour of their creed, 
in this reſpect, can theſe people have, than from this 
innate enmity ſhewing itſelf in the World? This it 
bath done in all ages and in a variety of degrees and 
ſhapes, and this it notoriouſly did at Oxford in this- 
. preſent year. There this enmity appeared ſneering 
at inward religion, burleſquing the ſcripture-terms 
by which it is expreſſed, and condemning and pu- 
piſhing thoſe men who experienced it; and what de- 
_ Elared its genuine nature more, was a traducing the 


reputation of other good men whom the penal hand 
of 
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of this court could not reach, by deeming the young 
men in part guilty for correſponding or being in ſel- 
| lowſhip with them. Thus injuring their character, 
and intimating in the ſtrongeſt terms what they 
would have done if thoſe brethren had been in their 
power. | 
When theſe invidious and malevolent proceed- 

ings are eontraſted with the well-known characters 
of the Reverend Mr. Venn, the Reverend Mr. New- 
'ton, &c. who are pious and laborious miniſters of 
our church, and never had offended theſe Aſſeſſors; 
what poſſible reaſon can be aſſigned for this hatred 
and envy but the aforementioned ſcripture - one, 
namely, The carnal mind is enmity againſt God?” 
Since it is manifeſt, that this ſtroke, however it may 
appear as aimed at theſe men, was in reality againſt 

true holineſs, which is the image of God in the 
heart. And although I cannot believe that theſe 
Gentlemen wilfully oppoſed God, yet I muft think 
they were the Dupes of the grand enemy of God and 
N and the Dupes of their own depraved na- 
ture, of itſelf inclined to evil; and which, had 
they been well acquainted wich our ninth Article, 
they would have guarded againſt 3 but deſtitute of 
this acquaintance, neither their learning, reaſon, or 
dignity availed them ; being born away by that ſpi- 
rit of enmity to goodneſs, their acquired abilities 
and power became the inſtruments by which this 
enmity compaſſed its execrable deſign. If Learn- 
ing, Preferment, Birth, &c. had neceſſarily entailed 

any grace on thoſe who enjoyed them, the World 
had not been furniſhed with this great teſtimony to 
the depravity of human nature in theſe times and-at 
the ſeat of literature: But as it hath thus happened, 
I ſhall clirem my Bible more, hold this truth faſter, 
I 2 and 
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and more firmly believe that even now * the world 
4 by wiſdom knows not God.“ 


That the reſentment of theſe Gentlemen againſt 
their brethren was againſt the image of God in the 


| ſoul, however they may diſguiſe it, is plain alſo from 


the following conſideration, namely, had theſe young 
men been of another caſt, they had not, been thus 


puniſhed. If they had been wallowing in ſenſuality. 
they might have had at leaſt the example of a Proc- 
- tor to have countenanced them. Had they been i in- 
fected with, or propagators of real hereſy or Infide- 
- lity, they might have had the pen of the Head of 


a H to have vindicated and exculpated them; 
or had they been Authors of filthy Romances, or 
blaſphemy, they never had been thus publicly held 


up to contempt, as appears from inſtances even in 
© the Univerſity, and in others out of it, who ſo far 


from being cenſured or expelled, are counted, no 
doubt, very regular and worthy of preferment. There 
are none that can deny that ſuch men are the ene- 


- mies of God and his church. Tf then theſe are in- 


dulged and preferred, while ſuch who give the beſt. 
teſtimony of their love to God and his word, and of 


their affection to the church, are, if i in orders, brow- 
| beaten and ſure to be diſregarded in reſpect to ho- 
nour and preferment ; and if entered, expelled with 


diſdain ; certainly the men, the fe& or denomination 


is out of the queſtion, though ever ſo much. inſiſted 
on; the real thing oppoſed is true Religion, real 
Church of England piety and merit. Methodiſm, | 
Enthuſiaſm; &c. are only the pretence by which tha 
World is to be blinded; but men of diſcernment 
will not be thus deceived, they ſee and tremble at 
| the Fong of thoſe Maſters of Erudition. 


What 
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What but this enmity to goodneſs robbed P. _— 
of Queen's College a few years fince of a Scholarſhip 
and Fellowſhip ? He came as regularly to College, I; 

and had as much right to ſucceed regularly upon the ; + 
foundation as any other Fellow in it. As to genius : 
and learning he had few equals, perhaps no ſupe- 7 
rior of his ſtanding in the College, none more re- 
gular at prayer and all College-exerciſes, nor could 

T heax he was ever charged with a ſingle act of im- 
morality during his reſidence at College. But he 
was a pious man; and this was thought a ſufficient 
reaſon for robbing him of what they knew he had as 
juſt a right to, as they had to the fellowſhips which 
they themſelves enjoyed, Notwithſtanding this cryel 
treatment, young as he was, he had too much reli- 
gion to barter his conſcience too much honour and 
| ſpirit to ſell the privileges of an Engliſhman for tho 
fellowſhip of a College. Some other ſhameful in- 
ſtances of perſecution in that College at the ſame 
time might be produced, but let this ſuffice. . 
Perhaps W. C. may cenſure. me for publiſhing 
what he may call ill-natured truths of our Alma 
Mater, page 24. but if Alma Mater herſelf will ſtir 
the puddle, the filth will riſe, ſhe has none to thank 
for it but herſelf, Let it alſo be obſerved that 
Alma Mater is not expoſed, but only her mm 
and ſpurious ſons. 
Let any intelligent = diveſt himſelf of. _ 
| Judice, and examine the preſent ſtate of our Clergy ; 
let him take notice who are zealous: for their Maſ- 
ter, and who are nat; who are labouring in the | 
word and doctrine, and who not; and he will find [ 
a ſtrange ſcene before him: He will find men zea- 'R 
| joull endeayouring to * themſelves as able 
miniſters 
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' miniſters of the Goſpel, yet, at the ſame time, 
ſtruggling under prefling neceffities, - with a great 
family and ſcanty income, lorded over by their idle 
vicars, &c. forbid to uſe the church for the edi- 
| fication of the Pariſhioners, though they in general 
are deſirous. of it; he may fee thefe men loaded 
with opprobrium, ſtigmatized with injurious names 

by their brethren, diſplaced from their cures as the 
troublers of our Iſrael, yet reverenced- and bleſſed 
by moſt in the pariſhes. While on the contrary, 
he may behold many, benificed and unbenificed, 
lolling in the chair of eaſe, or buſy in contending 
about tythes, dues, &e. in conſtant debate and 

enmity with thoſe they ſhould lead and feed. O- 
thers all fire againſt the Methodiſts, and all ice 

about true religion; with a large variety of Hunt- 

ers, Gamblers, Dancers, &c.—From this very im- 
perfect deſcription of the ſcene that would appear 
before him, I would aſk, in reſpe& to the latter 

| fort, is it poſſible for Clergymen to ſpend their time 

thus, and not be highly criminal? Is there the leaſt 

. diſtant hint or precedent for it in their Bibles ? 

4 Does our church or the nature of their office allow 

1 of it? Surely as they are commanded to be ſingu- 

larly grave in their habit, their actions ſhould ac- 

[| cord with it, as is plain by their canons. It is, 

| | | in ſhort, a ſtrange metamorphoſis from the grave 
N deportment of the Deſk and Pulpit, to mingle with 

1 the giddy dancing circle at a ball- room. What 

1 a figure St. Paul would have been in ſuch a ſitua- 

14 tion? Or rather, if his zealous ſoul was moved at 

| Athens when he ſaw the city wholly given to ido- 

* latry,“ Acts xvii. 16. what would be his feelings 

| and his a to fee ſo many of our Clergy given 

over. 
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over to Dancing, Card-playing, &c? It would be 
far better for them and the church, if they went 
from the Pulpit behind a Counter, or to a Carpen- 


ter's Bench, &c. than to act in this ſhameful man- - 


ner: In the latter vocations they would have the 
example of the greateſt and moſt ſucceſsful preacher 
on their ſide, who went from preaching to tent- 
<< making, and wrought with his hands that he 
ec might not be burdenſome ;” whereas theſe At- 
ſembly Divines, go from the Pulpit to the Ball, and 
dance that they may be burdenſome, and alfo have . 
the whole example of antiquity againſt them: But 
this is the natural conſequence of having as our Au- 
hor, and the Oxonians defire, men of Rank, For- 
tune, and Family in the church, and expelling ſuch 
as are not brought up to ſing and dance, but es de 
fenſible Men and ufeful to Society. 
Theſe Gentlemen ſeem to think that they tive da 
the golden age of {the church, © others long apa 
have laboured, and they are deres into their la- 
'< bours; others have ſown and it is their fortune 
to reap the fruits.” St. Paul and others have la- 
| boured and converted the world, therefore they have 
little or nothing to do. I think our Author men- 


tions an © inverted way of teaching, and applies it 


to the Methodiſts; but it ſuits better in this caſe 
before us. St. paul ſays, * from Jeruſalem round 
e to Illyricum he cauſed to abound the goſpel of 


* Chrift,” but theſe Gentlemen may write that 
from one end of their pariſhes to the other, they . 


have cauſed to abound ignorance” of the goſpel of 


Chriſt, and conſequently immorality : for the great- 


eſt part of that ſtupidity with reſpect to religion, 
nad that vulgar wickedneſs which ſpreads through 
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the country is the effect of idleneſs and itreligion | 


among the parochial Clergy. Theſe in reality are 
the Schiſmatics, the Depravers of our liturgy, arti- 
cles, &c. Theſe are the Innovators, who by their 
preaching and practice make nothing but incon- 
ſiſtency and confuſion in the divine ſervice of our 
church. | | A7 
But theſe Gentleman attempt to parry this thruſt 
in the following manner: Being conſcious that their 
doctrines are not conſonant to the articles, &c. of 
our church, they ſay, Men are wiſer now than they 
were at the Reformation; this is an enlightened 


age, and the free minds of this Period muſt not be 


tonſined to the dark and contracted notions of that, 
vhen we were but juſt emerging from Popery. But, 
in oppoſition to thoſe Gentlemen, I will be bold to 
declare, that we are much nearer Popery now than 
we were at the Reformation, if the tenets of free- 
will, - uncertainty of the ſtate of our ſouls, and reſt- 
ing in a form and religious. ſhew are Popery. And 


as to its beiug an enlightened age, it may be ſo 


-with reſpect to arts and; ſciences, but in reſpe to 
religious knowledge i in the World, or Chriſtendom 
in general, it is not ſo, for the increaſe of human 


_ - knowledge is abuſed; thoſe who poſſeſs it are puffed 


up with a vain conceit of their abilities, and in 
general not only refuſe to be taught of God, but 
deiſpiſe thoſe who deſire and inſiſt on it; thus pro- 


-< fefling themſelves to be wiſe, they become fools.” 


It is indeed very true, that the evidence to the 
- - truth. of Chriſtianity hath nobly blazed forth and 
- confounded its inveterate though ſubtle enemies, 
and many, both of the - Eſtabliſhment and among 
the Diſſenters, have ſhewn themſelves able to con- 
1 vince 
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yince gainſayers; but as if this teſtimony | to As" 

truth of our religion was a licenſe to abuſe it, | how 

far ſhort of its purity hath the practice both of 

Prieſts and People been 

In fhort, what does that great improvement in eo - * 

ligious knowledge, ſo boaſted of, amount to ? ? Theſe L 

new explanations of ſcripture © unſhackled, as they FX 

love to term it, by Antiquity, Authority, Creeds, _ _ 

&c.“ what are they? Why, amazing to relate! no- 

thing but what has ſtarted up before from time to 
time, in a variety of manners, juſt as the enemy 

- << who ſows tares among the good ſeed” could 
introduce them; ſuch as Arianiſm, Pelagianiſm, 
Socinianiſm, Arminianiſm, &c, All this mighty i 
bluſter about freedom of thought, better abilities, ; 
aſſiſtances from feiences before unknown, &c. hath” 
produced no new method of attack againſt the | 
power of religion. The old batteries fo often beat ; | 
down, the ſame trenches ſo often filed up have 
been repaired and opened by her modern adverſa- 

ries ; the ſame artillery roars againſt the gates and 
ramparts of this divine fortification notwithſtand- 
ing all this, the only advantage our preſent enemies 
have beyond their forefathers, is in their ſituation” . 

Aland intereſt in the outward church? by this means 
they gall the beſieged ſorely at times, and would 
no doubt deftroy this City of God, if there were 
not on the walls certain dreadful pieces of artillery 
which can never be diſmounted nor ceafe to do 
execution, ſuch as © Lo I am with you always even 
« to the end of the world.” T he gates of hell" 
4 ſhall not prevail againſt it, &c. * © 

Finally, my Friend, I bleſs God that there are 
| (notwithftanding the vile attempts of men in power) 
K miniſters 
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miniſters in our Church, and their number increaſ- 
ing too?” who boldly preach agreeably to her Ar- 
ticles, which contain the goſpel of Chriſt ; whoſe 
names though caſt out as evil by their uncharitabls 
brethren, yet are dear to their people in general ; 
and who alſo “ ſuffer ſhame for the name of Chriſt” 
with joy. Theſe men indeed muſt not ſeek 'or 
expect great things for themſelves: It is honour 
enough to be awake in this Laodicean age of the 
church: It is no ſmall favour to be enabled to 
_ teſtify againſt the prevailing errors and impieties 
of the times: And it will be well if their lives only 
are given them for a prey. The end is haſtening, 
which will amply crown their work; and then a 
& Well done, good and faithful ſervant,” ſhall fire 
each ſoul with love and joy, when thoſe of their 
brethren, who, dead to every call from religion, 
conſcience, or decency, appear in Theatres, dance 
in Aſſemblies, and thus give a ſanction to the diſſi- 
pation and irregularities of the times, will meet 
with a rebuke that will break their hearts, and cover 
them with everlaſting confuſion, | 
I hope, therefore, that the Methodiſts ſo called, 
whether miniſters or people, in our church, will 
« go on in the ſtrength of the Lord God ;” giving 
no offence to any, that their cauſe be not blamed; 
nor in any. wiſe fearing their moſt.dignified enemies, 
| ſo as to defile their conſciencesz acting at the ſame 
time prudently and peaceably with all men; and 
letting their moderation be known to all, remem- 
bering continually that the Lord is at hand, Who 
e will bring to light every work of darkneſs, and 

“ make manifeſt the counſels of every heart. 
I would have them alſo bleſs God for that man, 
whoſe 
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whoſe name . es Writer, rk The had Dr: 
Nowell, is ſo deſpiſed, and who among our 


it is ſome degree of merit to revile; to continue to 
pray for his long life and further uſefulneſs and 


that the Clergy of the Church of England may 75 


from their lethargy and errors, and become the pyai 
of the earth for piety, truth and ae which 
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1 E NRY's Expoſition of the Old and New 
\ Teſtament, 5 vols. laſt edition, _ neatly 
1 in calf, 61: 


2 | Hawes $ evangelical Expifitar,- 2 vols. neatly 
bound, 41. A 


3 Riders Family Bible, t cuts, neatly bound 
and gilt, 3 vols. 41. 10s. 


4 IMuftration of the Old and New Teſtament, with 
cuts, 3 vols. bound in calf, 41. 


5 Patrick's Commentary on the Pentatuch ; hiftori- 

aal and poetical Books of the Old Teſtament; 

Lowth- on the Prophets; and Whitby on the 
New Teſtament, 5 vols. neat, 4 1. | 

6 Burkitt's Expoſition of the New Teſtament, II. rs, 

7 Bunyan's Works, 2 vol. neatly bound, 21. 10s. 


8 Bp. pag s Sermons, 3 vols. bound in calf, 


A 


oc rA O, e. 
9 Hey Sermons comple, 4 vols. neatly — 2 
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10 Haweis's fourteen Sermons, ee 5s 


11 — 'Communicant's ei Companion, 
18. 6 dj 

12 Nelſon's Feaſts and Faſts of the Church of En- 
gland, bound in calf, 58. 

13 Romaine's Sermons on Solomon? s Song, 45. 6d, 


14 ———— Sermons on the Law and Goſpel, 
48. 6d. 


15 Life of Faith, 28. 


16 Doddridge's 


